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Cochin University honours Men of Eminence
His Excellency Sri. R.S.

Gavai, the Governor of Kerala and
Chancellor of the University
presented the honorary degree
of doctorate awarded by the
Cochin University of Science
and Technology  to  Dr. E.
Sreedharan, Managing Director
of the Dehli Metro Rail Corpo
rat ion,  Sri. Ka lamandalam
Ramankutty Nair, renowned
Kathakali artiste, and Justice
K.G. Balakrishnan, Chairman,
Nat iona l  Human Rights
Commiss ion (NHRC)  a t  a
special convocation held on 04
December 2010.

In  h is  address  on the
occas ion,  terming  Dr .
Sreedharan “an engineer of
in ternat iona l  repute , ”  the

Governor said that his spirit of
initiative and involvement in the
construction of Konkan rail
project was path-breaking. Sri.

All set to honor eminent personalities; His  Excellency Shri. R.S. Gavai (The Governor
of Kerala & Chancellor  of Cusat), Hon’ble Minister Sri. M.A. Baby (Pro -Chancellor of
Cusat) and Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath on the dais.

Padma Bhushan Dr. Kalamandalam Ramankutty Nair, Dr. Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
and Padma Vibhushan Dr. E. Sreedharan after receiving the Doctorates.

Gavai said that Dr. Sreedharan
is endowed with a keen sense of
social purpose”.

Stating that Dr. Kalamandalam
Ramankutty Nair has been a
v ibrant  presence  on the
kathakali stage, Sri. Gavai said
that he was perhaps the oldest
and most accomplished among
the performers of the classical
art.The Governor appreciated the
laudable efforts of Justice K.G.
Balakrishnan in the area of
Jurisprudence. Sri. M.A.Baby,
Minister for Education and Pro-
Chancellor,  Cusat Vice
Chancellor Dr.Ramachandran
Thekkedath,  Dr. Godfrey Louis,
Pro-Vice Chancellor & Dr. N.

Special ConvocationSpecial ConvocationSpecial ConvocationSpecial ConvocationSpecial Convocation

Chandramohanakumar, Regis-
trar were on the dais. People from
various walks of life including
academics and VIPs attended.
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A moment of pride and pleasure

Editorial...
It is with great

pride and pleasure that I
am writing this piece
about the special convo-
cation organised at the
Cochin University of
Science & Techno logy. I
would like to share the
ecstasy of the CUSAT

Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath

fraternity on the occasion
of the special convo-
cation by publishing this
special issue.

On the 4th Special
Convocation in the
history of our University,
we are indeed privileged
to confer honorary docto-
rates (honoris causa) on
three eminent personali-
ties who have made an
indelible mark in their
respective professions.
And it requires special
mention that the
contribution of each of
them has helped to enrich
the scientific, social and
cultural fabric of our
great nation. Needless to
say, the esteem of our
University is immeas-
urably enhanced by
honouring these disting-

uished personalities and at
the same time we are
meticulously following and
embellishing our tradition
of honouring great sons of
our magnificent country
who have made valuable
contributions in the frontier
areas of science, technolo-
gy, humanities, social
science and performing
arts.

The practice of
awarding honorary degre-
es dates back to the middle
ages. The earliest honorary
degree on record was
awarded by the University
of Oxford in the late
1470’s. Many universities
around the world continue
to award honorary
doctorate degrees to the
high achievers and disting-
uished personalities in
recognition of their achieve-
ments. It is our firm belief
that through this associati-
on with persons of repute
our university has a lot to
gain in terms of reputation
&  goodwill.

At this moment of
pride, I wish to recall the
three earlier occasions
when we had such
august personalities in

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is
receiving His Excellency Sri  R.S. Gavai, the Governor of Kerala
and Chancellor of the University.

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is
receiving Sri. M.A. Baby, Hon’ble Minister for Education and
Pro - Chancellor of the University.

our midst. Prof. E C G
Sudarshan who is an
internationally acclaimed
Physicist was the first in
the history of  CUSAT to
be conferred with the
honorary degree of Doctor
of Science on 18th

February, 1992.  The
second special convo-
cation was held on 1st

February 1997 to confer
honorary degree of Doctor
of Law on the then Chief
Justice of India, Mr.
Justice A. M. Ahmadi.  On
15th January 2006, the
third special convocation
was held to confer
honorary degrees on Sri.
G. Madhavan Nair and

Sri. N. R. Narayana
Moorthy.

On the 4th such
grand ceremony, the
University has had the
unique privilege of
honouring three persona-
lities hailing from entirely
different fields. While Dr.
E. Sreedharan has
gained fame and reputa-

tion from the field of
science & technology, we
have Dr. K G Balakrish-
nan from the area of law
& justice and Dr
Kalamandalam Raman-
kutty  Nair from the field
of performing arts. I am
certain that this special
edition of Tejus with its
colourful images and
thought-provoking words
will be a good experience
to the readers. I hope this
volume, commemorating
a milestone in the annals
of the glorious history of
our university, will be
enjoyed by all our well-
wishers.
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Introducing the persons of eminence..
Your Excellency Sri

R.S.Gavai, the Chancellor of the
Cochin University of Science and
Technology, Sri M.A.Baby, the Pro
Chancellor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Cochin University of
Science & Technology wishes to
recognize and honour three
glor ious personal i t ies  in
contemporary India who have
made sterling contributions
through their  courageous
leadership,  v is ionary zeal ,
impeccable patriotism, absolute
devotion and dedication in the
f ie lds o f  jur isprudence,
engineer ing sc ience and
performing arts respectively.

Each has made an indelible
mark in the hearts of millions of
Indians across the world. The
staf f ,  students and entire
academic community of this
University are immensely
blessed by the presence of these
stalwarts here today. I am quite
confident that the lives and
works of these three doyens
would inspire and ignite the
young minds to realize the
cherished vision of a resurgent
India.

Justice K G Balakrishnan
Your Excellency:

Justice.K.G Balakrishnan,
formerly the Chief Justice of India
and currently the Chairman of the
National Human Rights
Commission embarked on his
career in the legal field as an
advocate of the Kerala Bar Council
and went on to scale great heights
both as an advocate and as a
judge, eventually attaining the
highest post in Indian Judiciary,
namely the Chief Justice of India.

On retirement in May 2010,
he was appointed as the Chairman
of National Human Rights
Commission, which also is a great
recognition of his dedication to the
law of the land and unflinching
commitment to the depressed and
downtrodden in the country.

During his tenure in the
Supreme Court, he delivered
several landmark judgments.
These included an order which
made the mid-day meal
programme in schools a statutory
requirement.  This order brought
relief to millions of poor children
throughout the country who had

to discontinue their studies due to
poverty.  Very recently, a Division
Bench headed by him held as
unconstitutional forcible narco-
analysis, polygraph and brain
electrical activation profile or
brain-mapping tests by the
investigating agencies which were
raising concerns on the human
rights of the people.

He was awarded honorary
Doctorates by several Universities
including Kurukshetra University,
University of Mysore, University of

Kerala and University of
Bangalore.  He was also awarded
first Sri V K Krishna Menon Award
for his fight against corruption in
the judicial system and for
championing social causes.

May I,Your Excellency, seek
permission to present to you,
Justice K. G. Balakrishnan, former
Chief Justice of India and
Chairman, National Human Rights
Commission for conferment of the
degree of Doctor of Law, honoris
causa of the Cochin University of
Science and Technology?
Dr. E. Sreedharan
Your Excellency:

Elattuvalapil Sreedharan,
the Engineering wizard of India is
well-known for completing both
the Konkan Railway and Delhi
Metro projects within budget and
much ahead of schedule, a very
rare episode in the history of India.
He is currently the Managing
Director of Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation.

Beginning his career as a
junior lecturer, he spent a major
share of his life in the service of
Indian Railways. He gained great

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is reading the citation
introducing the awardees to the Chancellor of the University.

Citation by the
Vice Chancellor
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fame by successfully completing a
project to restore the Pamban
Bridge which was destroyed by a
tidal wave in 1963 within 46 days
instead of the targeted period of 6
months. He received the Railway
Minister’s award for this
miraculous achievement and was
put in charge for implementation,
planning and design of Calcutta
metro, the first ever metro in India.
He retired from formal service in
1990 and has been Chairman and
Managing Director of Konkan
Railway on contract where
through his managerial acumen
and technical expertise he was able
to steer the company to execute its
mandate within a stunningly short
period of seven years. He
continues with the same vigour
and passion and made Delhi Metro
one of the best in the world. His
achievements were deservedly
recognized by the Government of
India by awarding the Padma Shri
in 2001 followed by the  Padma
Vibhushan in 2009.

May I, Your  Excellency, seek
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  t o
you, Sri E  Sreedharan, Managing
Director, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, for conferment of the
degree of Doctor of Science, honoris
causa, of the Cochin University of
Science and Technology?
Sri Kalamandalam Ramankutty Nair
Your Excellency:

  The kathakali legend Sri
Kalamandalam Ramankutty Nair
is a rare personality who has the
credit of spreading the dance form
far beyond borders.A master
practitioner and teacher of
Kerala’s own dance-drama form
“Kathakali”, Sri Ramankutty Nair
has held his flaming torch high for
more than seventy years. From
childhood he had the great
Pattikkamthodi Ravunni Menon
as his guru and started
professional training in the art
form at Kerala Kalamandalam
from the tender age of 13. He also
spent several years teaching at his

alma mater Kerala Kalamandalam
and also served as its Principal.
Shri Ramankutty Nair is acclaimed
for his portrayal of the anti-hero
‘Kathi” roles. His ‘Ravana’,
‘Duryodhana’, ‘Keechaka’ and
‘Cheriya Narakasura’ are
unparalleled for their power and
perfection. He is equally a master
in the role of Hanuman in
‘Kalyanasougandhigam’,‘Thorana-
yuddham ’and ‘ ’ Lavanasura -
vadham’. In his early days he
earned a name for his path-
breaking portrayal of sage
‘Parasurama’ in semi-realistic
make-up and costumes in place of
the traditional yellow-hued
pazhuppu vesham.  Under his
tutelage numerous artistes have
attained excellence in the dance

form and gone on to popularize
kathakali all over India and
abroad.

In addit ion to several
awards from the state and other
organizations in recognition of
his achievements in the field, he
was awarded the Padma
Bhushan by the Government of
India in 2007.

May I,Your Excellency,
seek permission to present to
you, Sri. Kalamandalam Raman
kutty Nair, noted kathakali
maestro and former Principal,
Kerala Kalamandalam, for
conferment of the degree of Doctor
of Letters, honoris causa, of the
Cochin University of Science and
Technology?

12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121Tejus January 2011 4

Vice Chancellor flanked by Pro Vice Chancellor and Registrar at Academic Council

Special Academic Council meeting is progressing



I feel greatly honoured by
the Cochin University of Science
and Technology conferring on me
the Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Science and I thank the Members
of the Syndicate, the Pro-Vice
Chancellor, the Vice Chancellor,
the Pro-Chancellor and His
Excellency the Governor of Kerala,
the Chancellor of the University,
for selecting me for this great
distinction. As the son of the soil,
it is a matter of great pride for me
to get this recognition from my
own native university. It is also a
matter of great satisfaction that I
am receiving this honour, in the
company of two illustrious sons of
the soil, Justice K.G.
Balakrishnan, former Chief Justice
of India and Sri Kalamandalam
Ramankutty Nair, a doyen of
Kerala’s classical art. I wish to
congratulate both of them on this
occasion. In fact, I stand before
you in their reflected glory.

I am sure, the university
has selected me for this honour,
in recognition of the service I had
rendered to the timely completion
of the Konkan Railway and the
Delhi Metro Project. These two

mega projects were completed on
time and within the estimated
costs. Konkan Railway is a 760
km. long Broad Gauge line from
Mumbai to Mangalore, along the
West Coast of India. It passes
through one of the most difficult
terrains ever encountered in the
history of railway construction in
this country. Konkan Railway has
changed the life style and travel
pattern of the people of the Konkan
region. Delhi Metro project is being

hailed as the proudest
achievement of modern India.
Delhi Metro has shown to the world
that India is capable of planning
and executing technically complex
mega projects to international
standards. These two projects are
shining examples of how
Government projects can be
completed on time and without
cost over-runs. By honouring me
with the Honorary Degree of
Doctor of Science, the university
has honoured the engineers who
had helped me to successfully

Punctuality is the cardinal principle
of work culture ...

complete these two projects. On
their behalf I accept this honour.

What is that which has
made Konkan Railway and the
Delhi Metro to stand different from
other Government projects? It is
not merely the size of the projects
or the technical complexities. It is
the style and manner in which
they were handled that made
them different. These two
organizations, viz. the Konkan
Railway Corporation and the
Delhi Metro Railway Corporation,
have a very different style of
handling projects. They have a
unique Work Culture and
Organizational Values. The
cardinal pillars of the Work Culture
are:- Punctuality, Integrity,
Professional Competence, and
Social accountability.

Punctuality is nothing but
courtesy and consideration for the
time of others. Punctuality
enabled adhering to the tight time
schedule for completion of works.
The philosophy “unless we are
punctual, we cannot expect our
trains to be punctual” made this
virtue a necessity. In Delhi Metro,

Acceptance speech by
Dr. E. Sreedharan

Dr. E. Sreedharan is accepting the degree of Doctor of Science, honoris causa
from His Excellency, the Chancellor of the University.
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punctuality is reckoned with a
least count of 60 seconds. If a train
is late by 60 seconds, it is deemed
to have lost punctuality. We run
about 2800 train trips every day
and carry 15 lakh passengers and
our punctuality performance is
99.97%. In regard to “Integrity”,
for us it does not mean just
“honesty” or lack of “corruption”.
Integrity covers the whole range of
our activities. For us integrity
means “having good moral values”
and “absolute transparency” in
whatever we do. On the corruption
index scale, Transparency
International has put India as the
85th most corrupted country. We
should all be ashamed and
alarmed at the scale of corruption
taking place in this country. This
is India that was Bharath. Where
are all our age-old traditions and
the great values and virtues
handed over to us through our
Scriptures and Spiritual texts? If
India has to gain its past glory and
prosperity, mere economic growth
or GDP growth alone is not
enough. “SATHYAMEVA
JAYATHE” is enshrined in our
Constitution. We have to now
practise “SATHYAAD PARAM
NAASTI” – there is nothing greater
than TRUTH. It is the Institutions
like the Cochin University of

Science and Technology that
should instil and imbibe good
Values and Virtues in our student
community so that when their
turn comes, they can manage and
rule the country in the most
upright style and standards.

The need for “professional
competence” in handling projects
does not require any emphasis.
The country produces 2 million
engineers a year. The best of them
go abroad for higher studies and
do not return. The next best,
switch over to Management or IT
Sector, with the result, at the
ground level, there is an acute
shortage of good and competent
engineers. There is a need for our
technical institutions to improve the

quality of technical education and
instil a pride for their profession.
Our Prime Minister has set a target
of one trillion billions of dollars (i.e.
44 lakh crore of rupees) to be spent
for infrastructure creation in the
12th Plan period. Where are the
engineers needed to handle
competently so many projects?

Now I come to the 4th pillar
of our Work Culture – “Social
accountability”. In a project “Time
is money”. Each day the project is
delayed, the cost goes up. In Delhi
Metro Phase-II the cost of delay
was calculated as Rs.2.5 crore per
day. We are using the Tax Payers’
money for implementing projects.
The project authorities should
realize, they have a responsibility
to provide the “best value” for the
money entrusted to them. The
projects have to be completed not
only on time but within the
budget. While doing so, they
should ensure high quality and
standard of work, and execute the
project causing the minimum
inconvenience or dislocation to the
people with the least damage to
ecology. Delhi Metro is a standing
example to this. We have created a
world-class metro network,
covering 180 kms. in Delhi, in a
short period of just 12 years with
frontline technologies. Today Delhi
is the fastest growing Metro
System in the world and what is
more, the most profitable Metro. I
wish the Work Culture and Values
of Delhi Metro spreads to all areas
of Government functioning.

I want to express once
again, my deep gratitude to the
Cochin University of Science and
Technology for having conferred
on me the Degree of Honorary
Doctor of Science. If my acceptance
of this honour can provide
inspiration and motivation to the
engineering students of this
prestigious University, I feel
satisfied.

Thanking you all.

“Punctuality is
nothing but courtesy and
consideration for the time
of others. Punctuality
enabled adhering to the
tight time schedule for
completion of works. The
philosophy “unless we are
punctual, we cannot expect
our trains to be punctual”
made this virtue a
necessity”

Students are thronging to get the autograph of Padma Vibhusan Dr. E. Sreedharan
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AΩbpw ktlm-Z-cnbpw ktlm-Z
-

Rm≥ Fs¥ Hcp IY-Ifn \S-\m-hm≥?
c\pw Dƒs∏-Sp∂ \n¿≤-\-amb Fs‚

IpSpw_w. Cu Ime -b -f -h n¬

sNdpXpw hep-Xp-ambn 33 Ahm¿Up-

Iƒ F\n°p e`n-®n-´p≠v. C¥y≥

{]kn-U‚ns‚ ssIbn¬ \n∂pw 3

Ahm¿Up-Iƒ e`n-°pI F∂Xv

IY-I-fn-bn¬ F\n°p am{Xw Ah-

Im-i-s∏-´-Xm-sW∂p tXm∂p-∂p.

Ahm¿Up-Isf F∂pw B¿Øn-

tbmsS Rm≥ t\m°n-°-≠n-´n-√.

Fs∂ tXSn-sb-Øp∂ Ahm¿Up-

I-tfmSv F\n-s°∂pw \n w-K-`m-h-

am-Wv. kXy-k-‘-amb kao-]\w

Xm\p-]m-kn-°p∂ Ie-tbmSv Ds≠-

¶n¬ Xo¿®-bmbpw Ahm¿Up-Ifpw

AwKo-Im-c-ßfpw Iem-Im-c≥amsc

tXSn-sb-Øpw. `mcXw ]c-tam-∂X

_lp-a-Xn-bmb ]fl-`q-j≥ \¬In

Fs∂ BZ-cn-®-t∏mƒ Rm≥ cm{„-

]Xn`h-\n¬ C¥y≥ {]knU‚ns‚

ap∂n¬ \nd-™-a-\-t msS,\nh¿∂

inct msS, a\- n¬ ]e-h´w

Bims\\an-®p-sIm-≠v B ]pc-

k vImcw G‰p -hm -ßn .  Fs∂

Rm\m°n am‰nb F∂pw Bims‚

]mZ -ßƒ ]n¥p -S -cp∂ F\n°v
cmPyw \¬Inb ]fl-`q-j¨ ]pc-

kvImcw \{a-in-c-kvI-c-\mbn At±-
l -Øns‚ ]mZm -c -h n -μ -ß -f n¬
ka¿∏n-°p-∂p.  -

{io. Iem-a-fiew cma≥Ip-́ n-

\m-bcpsS kzoIcW ̀ m-jWw

{io IemaWvUew cma≥Ip´n \mb¿ kwÿm\ Kh¿Wdn¬ \n∂pw

k¿ΔIemimebpsS HmWddn tUmIvStd‰v _ncpZw kzoIcn°p∂p.
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sIm®n k¿Δ-I-em-ime F\n°v Un.-

en‰v _ncpZw \¬Ip∂p F∂-dn-™-

Xn¬ Rm≥ AXn-bmbn kt¥m-jn-

°p-∂p. ]{X-am-≤y-a-ß-fn¬ Cu

hm¿Ø h∂ ka-bØv Fs‚ Hcp

t]c-°p´n Ft∂mSp tNmZn®p apØ-

»≥ C\n F¥p acp-∂mWv Ipdn-

°pI?  kt¥mjw sIm≠v Fs‚

IÆp-Iƒ \nd-™p. acp∂p Ipdn-°m-

\-dn-bn-s√-¶nepw apØ-»≥ C∂p Hcp

tUmIvS -dm -bn -cn -°p-∂p. A©mw

¢m p-hsc am{Xw hnZym-`ymkw

e`n® Fs‚ t]cn\p ap∂n¬

tUmIvS¿ F∂v Fgp-Xn-°m-Wm≥

km[n -® -Xn¬ hf-sc -b -[nIw

kt¥mj-ap-≠v. Hcp icm-icn amXmhv

Nn¥n -°p -∂-Xp -t]mse Fs‚

AΩbpw Nn¥n-®n-´p-≠m-bn-cn-°mw,

Fs∂ Hcp tUmIvS-dm-°-W-sat∂m

F©n-\o-b-dm-°-W-sat∂m!  AΩ

Fs∂ hn-´p-]n-cn™v Imew Gsd

Bbn -cn -°p -∂p. AZr -iy -ambn

\n¬°p∂ AΩ-bpsS Bflm-hn-t\mSv

Rm≥ ]d-bp∂p AtΩ, AΩ-bpsS

B{K-l-{]-Imcw Rm\n-s∂mcp tUmIvS-

dm-bn-cn-°p-∂p. iq\y-X-bn-te°p t\m°n-

s°m≠v AZr-iy-amb Bflm-hn-t\mSv

F\n°p ]dbmw F∂-√msX Kpcp-\m-

Y\pw AΩbpw FhnsS?

IY-I -fn -bn¬ F\n°v

At\Iw injy-∑m-cp-≠v. Kpcp-ÿm-

\Øv \s∂- sNdp∏w apX¬°p-Xs∂

Rm≥ FØn-t®¿∂n-´p-≠v.  injy-

∑m -cpsS KpWhpw tZmjhpw

F\n°p \∂mbn Adn-bmw. Fs‚

ap∂n¬ injy-∑m-sc√mw Hcp-t]m-se-

bm-Wv. Hcm -sfbpw Aan -X-ambn

F∂n-te-°-Sp-∏n-°p-Itbm AI-‰p-

Itbm sNbvXn-´n -√. Ah-tcm-sS-

\n°p ]d-bm-\p-≈Xv ITn-\-amb

{]b-Xv\-Øn-eqsS Rm≥ t\Sn-sb-

SpØ Cu _lp -a -Xn -Iƒ

\nßƒ°pw A¿l-X-s∏-´-Xm-Wv.

cma≥Ip-´-\m-b-cm-im-\p-ti-jhpw

Imehpw IY-Ifnbpw \ne-\n¬°pw.

Ime-Øns‚ alm-{]-hm-l-Øn¬

IY-I-fn-bpsS kzXzw \jvS-s∏-S-cpXv

F∂mWv F\n°p \nß-tfmSv ]d-

bp-hm-\p-≈-Xv. Cu _ncpZw kzoI-cn-

°p∂ thf-bn¬ F\n°p Du¿÷w

X∂ Cs∂-t∂m-sSm∏w C√mØ

IrjvW≥ Ip´n-s∏m-Xp-hm-sfbpw

A∏p -° p - ´ n - s∏m -X p - h m - s fb p w

Rmt\m¿°p∂p. Hm¿Ω-Iƒ Cu

{]mb-Øn¬ Ahy-‡-am-sW-¶nepw

tIc-f-Øns‚ Ifn-b-c-ßp-I-fn¬ Ip´n-

{Xbw F∂ t]cn¬ Rßƒ \S-

Ønb ssP{X-bm-{X Hm¿Ω-bn¬

sXfn-bp-∂p.  \jvSt_m[w Xosc-

bn√. Bim≥ Fs∂ G¬∏n® Npa-

Xe hfsc kXy-k-‘-ambn Rm≥

\n¿Δ-ln®p F∂-Xn¬ kwXr-]vX-\m-

Wv. Cu _ncpZw F\n°p \¬Inb

sIm®n k¿Δ-I-em -im -e -tbmSpw

a‰p_‘s∏ -́h-tcmSpw Fs‚ lrZbw

\nd™ \μn Cu Ah-k-c-Øn¬

tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øn-s°m-≈p-∂p.

IY-I-fn-bn¬ F\n°v At\Iw

injy-∑m-cp-≠v. Kpcp-ÿm-\Øv

\s∂- sNdp∏w apX¬°p-Xs∂

Rm≥ FØn-t®¿∂n-́ p-≠v.  injy-

∑m-cpsS KpWhpw tZmjhpw

F\n°p \∂mbn Adn-bmw. Fs‚

ap∂n¬ injy-∑m-sc√mw Hcp-t]m-

se-bm-Wv. Hcm-sfbpw Aan-X-ambn

F∂n-te-°-Sp-∏n-°p-Itbm AI-‰p-

Itbm sNbvXn-́ n-√. Ah-tcm-sS-

\n°p ]d-bm-\p-≈Xv ITn-\-amb

{]b-Xv\-Øn-eqsS Rm≥ t\Sn-sb-

SpØ Cu _lp-a -Xn -Iƒ

\nßƒ°pw A¿l-X-s∏-́ -Xm-Wv.

cma≥Ip-́ -\m-b-cm-im-\p-ti-jhpw

Imehpw IY-Ifnbpw \ne-

\n¬°pw. Ime-Øns‚ alm-{]-hm-

l-Øn¬ IY-I-fn-bpsS kzXzw

\jvS-s∏-S-cpXv F∂mWv F\n°p

\nß-tfmSv ]d-bp-hm-\p-≈-Xv.
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k¿ΔIemimebpsS _ncpZw G‰phmßnbtijw IpSpw_mwKßtfmsSm∏w

{]uVKw`ocamb hninjvS _ncpZ Zm\NSßn¬ \n∂v



Education has a crucial role in spreading
the culture of human rights..

His Excellency Sri. R.S. Gavai, the Governor of Kerala in conferring the Honorary
Degree on Justice K.G. Balakrishnan.

Acceptance Speech by
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan

Hon’ble Chancellor, Vice-
Chancellor, Members of the
Syndicate, the Academic Council
and the Faculty of Law of the Cochin
University of Science and
Technology, distinguished guests,
ladies and gentlemen.

It is an honour for me to be
present today in this institution of
educational excellence, amidst a
gathering of such distinguished
individuals. The School of Legal
Studies of the Cochin University of
Science and Technology, through
the unstinted efforts of its faculty
and dedicated students over the
years, has earned the honour of
being regarded among the premier
institutions in the country, engaged
in imparting legal education and
conducting research.

The impressive range of
activities of the School reflects its
commitment to forge young men
and women who are not only
professionally competent, but more
importantly, mindful of their
responsibility to effect a positive
change in society, particularly in
service of the weakest and most
marginalized.

I feel honoured therefore, to
have been chosen by this esteemed
University to be conferred its

Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws,
and it is with a sense of heartfelt
gratitude that I most humbly
accept this honour. While
contemplating the topic on which I
could share my views with you
today, I could think of nothing more
pertinent and pressing than the
issue of human rights, which is not
only personally, close to my heart,
but also the primary concern and
focus of the National Human rights
Commission (NHRC), which I
represent before you today.

The makers of the Indian
Constitution were fully aware of
and alive to the need for providing
safeguards for the weaker sections
of society as is evident from the
Preamble to the Constitution and
Part IV of the Constitution, that is,
the Directive Principles of State
Policy, to ensure the creation of a
just society in which human rights
of all individuals would be
respected and protected.

The NHRC, in tandem with
this spirit of the Constitution, has

relentlessly endeavoured to be at
the vanguard of the battle to curb
violations of human rights across
the country and create an enabling
environment for the realization of
not only civil and political rights, but
also social and economic justice, in
its short journey of over 16 years
since its inception.

For the Commission, the
defence of human rights has
become the defence of democracy
itself – a democracy that is inclusive
in character and caring in respect
of its most vulnerable citizens. In
furtherance of its task to better
protect and promote human rights,
the NHRC has realized that failures
in the sphere of human rights in
economic, social and cultural areas
are widespread across the nation
and these denials have often driven
the citizens to the margins of
human existence. The struggle for
the promotion and protection of
human rights therefore, inevitably
requires the elimination of
aberrations that, over time,
fragment society, leaving some
more equal than others.
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While initially, the Commission
endeavoured to promote a culture
of human rights in the country by
focusing on civil and political rights
issues like terrorism, insurgency,
prisons, custodial deaths, cases in
detention including mental and
juvenile justice homes, etc.; in
succeeding years, economic, social
and cultural rights have also
gained prominence in its sphere of
activity.

It is the belief of the
Commission that all rights stand in
a relationship of mutual
interdependence and artificial
divides between these only serve to
weaken the struggle to realize a
just and equitable society. In
keeping with this perspective
therefore, apart from working for
the eradication of bonded and child
labour, rights of children, women
and other weak and marginalized
sections of society, the Commission
has also undertaken work in other
fields such as the right to health,
food, and education; right of
displaced persons due to natural
and manmade calamities; and
disabled and elderly persons,
among others.

Further, the NHRC is also
seeking to explore and understand
the various ways in which the
business sector is undermining the
phenomenal strides made in the
arena of human rights, given the
acute strain on the environment,
damage to the planet’s ecological
support systems and widening
gaps between the rich and poor,
that have resulted from rapid
industrialization and global
economic processes.

The Commission has been
playing an active role in stressing
the need to provide social and
economic justice to all citizens and
has proclaimed various guidelines/
directions for the protection of
human rights while considering
issues of rights violations from time
to time. It receives Action Taken
Reports from the State
Governments and other Concerned

Officials and also the Special
Rapporteurs of the Commission,
who have been assigned particular
zones within the country for the
purpose of monitoring the status of
various human rights concerns.

Social justice through the
realization of human rights has
become a pressing issue across the
world, especially in the larger
context of globalization, which is
altering traditional roles and
relationships between states and
their citizens and throwing up
multiple challenges to the
realization of socio-economic
justice, whether in the form of the
devastating financial crisis, the
rising cost of essential food
commodities, or the growing
influence of transnational bodies
such as the WTO, IMF, World Bank
and Multinational Corporations.

Further,while governments
find it increasingly difficult today to
act with impunity or deny citizens
their basic rights, there continue to
exist well-entrenched socio-
economic structures that pose a
colossal challenge to the realization
of a just and equitable social order.

Despite these challenges
however, there is also a
concomitant and encouraging
move towards recognizing an ever-
increasing number of rights, which
are deemed necessary for living a
dignified and full life. The ambit of
human rights and social justice has
gradually expanded to include
among others, the right to
healthcare, education, food, forest
rights for indigenous
communities, and policy-level
interventions in the form of
affirmative action for the
historically marginalized and
discriminated communities.
Further, issues of gender, youth
and the disabled are also
increasingly being viewed as issues
requiring policy interventions.

Among the several concerns
of the Commission is the lack of
awareness regarding human rights
issues at the ground level. To this
end, it has been conducting field
visits by its team to the District Food
Offices / Schools / Hospitals /
Pr isons / Departments o f
wel fare  o f  SCs and STs /
Department o f  cul ture /
Panchayats etc. and organizing
workshops on Awareness and
Facilitating Assessment and
Enforcement of Human Rights
at District Level Administration
in select 28 districts in the
country,  which have been
chosen based on parameters
such as i l l i teracy rate ,
percentage o f  SC and ST
population, percentage of forest
area, infant mortality etc.

Thanks to these relentless
efforts to promote awareness and
reach out to individuals and
communities across the country,
the Commission has witnessed a
phenomenal increase in the
number of complaints it has
received over the years, indicating
not only a growing awareness
among the people, but also the
increased faith that they have
reposed in the Commission for

I believe, education has a
crucial role to play in
spreading a culture of human
rights by making students,
academics and the public at
large, more conscious of
individual and community
rights and fundamental
freedoms and empowering
them to stand in defence of
these. Human rights
education can spread
knowledge of the instruments
that exist at the international
and national levels to
promote and protect human
rights, in addition to
developing knowledge, skills
and the requisite attitudes,
necessary to defend these
rights and freedoms.

(Please see Page 15)
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Cochin University of Science &
Technology is privileged to confer
honorary Doctorate Degrees on
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan,
Kalamandalam Ramankutty Nair
and E. Sreedharan.    The achieve-
ments of these doyens of
Jurisprudence, Performing Arts and
Engineering Technology epitomize
the diversity of Kerala’s contributions
for the collective well being of the
nation.  During his tenure in the
Supreme Court, Justice
Balakrishnan delivered several
landmark judgments. These
included an order which made
mid-day meal programme in
schools a statutory requirement.
This order brought relief to
millions of poor children who
would otherwise have
discontinued their studies.
Kalamandalam Ramankutty Nair
has been  a grand and sober
presence on the Kathakali stage
for a span of over seven decades.
More than the longevity, it is the
poise and precision of his body
movements that enabled him to
stand out as a master craftsman
of this heavily stylised four-
century-old dance-drama, which
is one of Kerala’s major
contributions to the world of art
and culture.   The  Konkan Rail
and Delhi Metro are technological

wonders made possible by
Sri.E.Sreedharan who brought to
the organizations under his
command a  work culture and
standards of accountability till
then unknown in the country.

 These three illustrious
sons of Kerala are the products
of our cultural,  social and
educational ethos. But the
cultural traditions that could
create  an internationally
renowned  indigenous art form
like the Kathakali, the egalitarian
ethos  that provided adequate

space for overcoming the
traditional barriers of caste and
the culture of dedication to work
that characterised the
educational instituions of the
State in the past have come
under heavy strain today.
Several factors are responsible
for such decadence, all of which
need not be discussed here.
Suffice it to say that a certain

Knowledge Society : Education holds the
key to social development ..

sense of complacency has crept
into our social and personal lives.
The results are there for all to see.
We  are no longer producing
social reform movements of the
kind that the State  witnessed  in
the early twentieth century. We no
longer produce role models like
Justice Sri.K.G. Balakrishnan,
Kalamandalam Sri.Ramankutty
Nair and Sri.E.Sreedharan.

In the emerging knowledge
society, education holds the key to
social and personal development.
The present Government has
recognized the overarching
importance of education.  It has
been taking several steps to
improve access, equity and quality
of education at all levels.   In
School Education, efforts are on to
encourage critical thinking by
introducing new pedagogical
practices. At the same time,
comprehensive changes are
envisioned in Higher Education.
The choice based credit and
semester system which has now
been introduced in all universities,
is conceived as a means to give
academic freedom to students and
to energize their creative potential.
The Government has set up the
Higher Education Council which
initiates and guides the academic

Address by the
Pro-Chancellor

Address by Sri. M.A. Baby, Hon’ble Minister for Education and Pro-Chancellor
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initiatives. Inter University centers
have been established as
interdisciplinary centers for
cutting edge research across
disciplines, synergizing available
academic expertise in the
Universities. Scholar-in- Residence
programme has been launched for
giving opportunity to the students
and faculty to interact with eminent
scholars, including Nobel
laureates several of whom have
visited the universities over the last
two years.  Currently Nobel
Laureate Dr. Johann Deisenhofer
is visiting Mahatma Gandhi
University.  The presence of the
newly started Central Institutions
will contribute to excellence in the
education system of Kerala. The
Indian Institute of Space Science
and Technology, Indian Institute
of Science Education and
Research and the Central
University of Kerala have already
been established and the Centre of
Aligarh Muslim University and

Centre of Indian Institute of Mass
Communication will start
functioning soon.

In order to ensure equity
along with excellence, the Higher
Education Scholarship Scheme
has been launched to provide
scholarships to needy and
meritorious students and to
promote study and research in
basic disciplines. The State is also
pro-actively implementing the
Central Government sponsored
scholarship schemes, with the
result that a large number of the
students are recipients of
scholarships.    We are now able
to ensure that no meritorious
student is denied opportunity
for higher education for want of
f inancial support. It  is our
fervent hope that the ceremony
of honoring the three illustrious
sons of Kerala with the award of
the Doctorate Degrees will provide
inspiration to our youth to emulate

and perhaps excel them.  Cochin
University of Science and
Technology has demonstrated its
commitment to holistic education
by conferring the academic honor
on three great men who have
enriched three different fields of
human activity and experience.  In
doing this it has lived up to its
tradition of acting beyond its field
of priority, which is science and
technology.   The affirmation of the
complementarities of different
fields of knowledge and experience
is extremely important to
overcome what Prof Yash Pal calls
the “cubicalization” of knowledge
which is associated with over-
specialization.  I congratulate
CUSAT for taking this meaningful
step and profusely thank Justice
S r i . K . G . B a l a k r i s h n a n ,
Kalamandalam Sri.Ramankutty
Nair and Sri.E.Sreedharan for
whole heartedly responding to our
request.
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Dr. Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
Dr. E. Sridharan
Dr. Kalamandalam Ramankutty
Nair
Shri. M.A. Baby
Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath
Members of the Syndicate and
Senate
Distinguished Academics
Ladies and Gentlemen

I have immense pleasure to
participate in the Special
Convocation convened by the
Cochin University of Science and
Technology to confer the Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Laws on
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan,
Doctor of Science on Shri E.
Sridharan and Doctor of Letters on
Shri Ramankutty Nair.  Let me, at
the outset, compliment the
academic community of the
University on its initiative to
honour these illustrious sons of
Kerala in recognition of their
invaluable contributions in their
respective fields.

. These awardees do not
need any introduction before this

Congratulations at this moment of
crowning glory ...

keralite by his elevation as the first
Malayali to adorn the highest
pedestal of justice in the country.
Endowed with a keen sense of
social purpose, his landmark
judgments have been acclaimed
by the entire nation.  It is quite in
the fairness of things that Shri
Balakrishnan continues to serve
the people as the Chairperson of
the National Human Rights
Commission.

An Engineer of internat-
ional repute, Shri E. Sreedharan
has adorned several top positions
with distinction.  Hailing from

Palakkad, Kerala, he rose to
eminence through hard work
and lofty motivation.  His spirit
of initiative and involvement in
the construction of Konkan
Railways has been hailed as
path-breaking.  Equally cardinal
is his contribution in his present
assignment as the MD of Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation.

august assembly.  Men of renown,
they represent the highest levels in
their chosen pursuits, namely
Jurisprudence, Engineering and
‘Kathakali.’  This Trinity of
Achievers, I am happy to add, has
done the country proud by their
competence and commitment.
Shri Balakrishnan has enshrined
himself in the mind of every

Special Convocation
Address by the Chancellor

His Excellency Sri. R.S. Gavai the Governor of Kerala and Chancellor of the
University is delivering the special convocation address.

The convocation gown of his Excellency is being arranged by Mrs. Dr. Kamal Thai
Gavai together with Artist R.S. Madhu.
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Shri E. Sridharan is the
recipient of a number of laurels
that include the prestigious
Padma Vibhushan.  However, the
present honour, I am sure, would
enhance his pride and joy as it
comes from his home State. S r i .
Ramankutty Nair, the third
dignitary in our Roll of Honour,
has been a vibrant presence on the
‘Kathakali stage’ for over seven

decades. Hailed for his roles of
‘Ravana,’‘Duryodhana,’ ‘Naraka-
sura’ and ‘Parasurama,’ he is
perhaps the oldest and most
accomp l i shed  among   the
performersof this classical art.  As
a teacher at Kerala Kalamanda-
lam, his Alma-mater, and later
on as its Principal, he has
moulded many an artiste who

have earned fame and name, and
proved themselves to be worthy
the great master.

Let me congratulate Dr.
Balakrishnan, Dr. Sridharan
and Dr. Ramankutty Nair at
this moment of crowning glory
and wish them many more
fruitful years.
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safeguarding their rights. While the
Commission received a mere 496
complaints regarding human rights
violations in 1993, the year of its
establishment, during 2009-2010,
the Commission registered 82,021
fresh cases and completed action in
86,050 others.

While National Human Rights
Institutions like the National
Human Rights Commission, India
have a significant role to play in the
promotion and protection of
human rights in all spheres
including social, economic,
political and cultural, they can at
best work as catalysts in assisting
efforts towards protecting and
promoting human rights of the
most vulnerable groups. The
contributions of civil society actors,
notably academics and
professionals, are just as crucial in
this noble endeavour.

To this end, I believe, education
has a crucial role to play in
spreading a culture of human
rights by making students,
academics and the public at
large, more conscious of
individual and community rights
and fundamental freedoms and
empowering them to stand in
defence of these. Human rights
education can spread knowledge
of the instruments that exist at
the international and national
levels to promote and protect
human rights, in addition to
developing knowledge, skills and
the requisite attitudes, necessary
to defend these rights and
freedoms.  It is only through an
informed public discourse on
deepening and widening the
ambit of human rights that a
rights culture can be ushered into
the country. Further, human
rights education can promote

values, beliefs and attitudes that
will encourage respect for the rights
of the self and others, and, in the long-
run, play a potent role in preventing
human rights abuses and more
importantly, creating a just society
in which the rights of all individuals
and communities are protected and
promoted. It is in this context that I
believe, schools and universities,
such as this esteemed institution,
can play a vital role in making human
rights and a humanistic philosophy
the core of their academic and extra-
curricular pursuits.

        I would once again like to
thank you for this honour, and the
opportunity to share some of my
thoughts with this August gathering
today. I wish the University and its
students the very best for all their
future endeavours. May you
become protagonists of a bright and
just future for all of humanity.
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