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Dr.Ramachandran Thekkedath
New Cusat Vice Chancellor

Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath

.
themself with dedication
and commitment in teach-
ing and research. The tri-

Dr. K.L. Sebastian of
the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bangalore was se-
lected for the prestigious
Prof. M.V. Pylee award
for the distinguished aca-
demician 2009.

The M.V. Pylee Award
has been instituted in
Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology, to
honour University teach-
ers who distinguish

Prof. M.V. Pylee Award to Dr. K.L. Sebastian

(for details,  see page 20)

ennial award, instituted in
the name of emeritus Pro-
fessor Dr. M.V. Pylee,
Former Vice Chancellor of
the University, consists of a
citation, memento and a
cash prize of Rs. 2.00
Lakhs.

Dr. K.L Sebastian is a
Bhatnagar Awardee and a
former Professor of Cusat.

Dr. K.L. Sebastian

   Dr.Ramachandran
Thekkedath, an accom-
plished scientist and tech-
nocrat took charge as the
12th Vice Chancellor  of
Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology on
04,  January 2010.  Having
extensive research and de-
velopment experience in
physics, lasers, medical
devices and bio-instrumen-
tation, Dr.Ramachandran is
the first alumnus of Cusat
to become  the Vice Chan-
cellor of this prestigious
university in Kerala.

A native of Pattambi in
Palakkad district of Kerala
Dr.Ramachandran had com-
pleted his M.Sc and Ph.D
in the Department of Phys-
ics of Cochin University of
Science and Technology.

Dr .Ramachandran
Thekkedath has been
working  in USA for the
last  several years, where
research, development and
commercialisation of  de-
vices and technologies re-

lated to health care was his
main focus. He worked with
several companies in these
area and made notable con-
tributions  in the area of
haematological products and
artificial hearts.

     Dr. Ramachandran was
a post doctoral fellow at  the
University of Utah, Salt
Lake City, USA with the
world renowned Artificial
Heart Programme. He has
been the investigator for
several research projects,
funded by National Institute
of Health. Before going to
USA, Dr. Ramachandran
worked as a Senior scientist
at Sree Chitra Thirunal
Institute for Medical
Sciences and Technology,
Thiruvananthapuram. At

Institute for Medical
Sciences,  he developed
several new technologies
based on lasers for clinical

applications.

  Dr. Ramachandran was
one of the key figures in
several international
collaborative programmes,
particularly with Russia
and China . He was a
member of the Committee
for Indo- China co-operation
in Science and Technology
(Medical lasers) during

1994-95

Dr.Usha Ramachandran ,
a medical Doctor,  is his
wife and their children Mr.
Rajath and Mr. Sarat are
studying in USA.



Tejus January 2010 2

Editorial...

Stand together and
strive hard to achieve

our common goals.

It is with great plea-
sure, enthusiasm and
commitment that I am
rejoining the Cochin
University of Science
and Technology com-
munity. I have fond
memories of this uni-
versity where I spent
several formative
years of my life. It gave
me a direction to what
I wanted to be.

I have been very
fortunate to be
mentored by great
teachers and research-
ers at this university.
The challenges we
faced then are differ-
ent from what they are
now. We need to define
our goals taking into
account the new reali-
ties so as to be able to
handle the ever chang-
ing world we live in.

Universities need to
encourage advance-
ment of knowledge in
all walks of life so that
new concepts are
evolved, new advances
are made and new

technologies are devel-
oped. Universities
should also provide the
right environment for
students to develop the
skills and insights they
need to realize their
potential and  to make
a positive difference in
their communities and
in the world. I strongly
believe that the univer-
sities need to have a
commitment to the soci-
ety at large to provide

appropriately trained
human resources with

to the community. Since
its inception in 1971,

front in realizing many
of these objectives and
has now developed
into one of the premier
institutions in the
country. But we still
have a long way to go.
We should aim to be
among the best in the
world in the coming
years.

I am extremely glad
to be at the helm of
affairs during this pe-
riod of great develop-
ment of the university.
In the first few weeks
in office, I have had
the opportunity to in-
teract with a wide circle
of faculty, staff, stu-
dents and other ad-
ministrative col-
leagues, many of
whom have shared
their thoughts and com-
mitment to this institu-
tion. I urge the entire
university community
to stand together and
strive hard to achieve
our common goals.

Warm greetings to all,

I strongly believe that the universities

need to have a commitment to the society at large

to provide appropriately trained human

resources with right attitude to be future innova-

tors and problem solvers.

right attitude to be fu-
ture innovators and
problem solvers. They
also have to take initia-
tive in transferring the

results of research and
technology developments

School of Environmen-
tal Studies, Cochin Univer-
sity of Science and Tech-
nology has been identified
by the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology for
financial assistance under
its scheme entitled Funds
for Improvement of S & T
Infrastructure in Universi-
ties and higher Education
Institutions (FIST).  Under

Dr.Ramachandran Thekkedath

the Cochin University
has been in the fore-

School of Environmental Studies bagged central assistance
its level II category, the
school would be receiving
an amount of Rs. 74.5
lakhs for infrastructure
built up.

Further, the University
Grants Commission has
inducted the School under
its Special Assistance
Programme (SAP) at the
level of DRS phase -1 with

a financial assistance of
Rs.37.0 lakhs along with
support for a research
fellow for five years.

The thrust area for the
identified research and de-
velopment is ‘Zero Effluent
Discharge Technologies’ for
industries.  With the two
category of assistance put
together a state of  the art

Environmental Technology
Lab will be set up at the
School to resolve the envi-
ronmental problems
emerged due to Industrial-
ization and urbanization
in the region and else-
where.  Prof.I.S.Bright
Singh, Dean, Faculty of
Environmental Sciences is
the Co-ordinator of both
the programmes.

Sd/-
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Shri.M.A.Baby, Hon’ble Minister
for Education said at Cusat on 07
January 2010 that the obsession of
Kerala society for professional edu-
cation will very soon create a pre-
carious situation in the State.

In his presidential address at the
launching of the State level Nobel
Laureates visiting programme under
Erudite Scheme, initiated by the
Government of Kerala at the  Cochin
University of Science and Technol-
ogy. He said that  parents  aspire a
lot for sending their students for
professional  courses in engineering
and medicine.  But many students,
especially the talented ones, still opt
for other courses including basic
sciences and humanities,  the Min-
ister for Education added.

Highlighting the
initiatives being made
by the government in
improving the quality
of higher education,
Mr. Baby said the
introduction  of choice
-based credit and se-
mester system in Uni-
versities has ushered
in a significant change
in the higher educa-
tion sector.

In his keynote ad-
dress on the occasion,
Dr. K.N.Panikkar,
Vice Chairman of the
State Higher Educa-
tion Council, Govt. of
Kerala said that the

soul of the idea of reforming the higher education
sector in the State is to introduce the idea of
academic freedom for teachers and students.  Refer-
ring to the restructuring of undergraduate education
in the state, Dr.Panikkar said that the council had
already initiated multidisciplinary education aimed
at exposing students to multi-disciplinary knowl-

Government of Kerala has taken a
number of initiatives in the higher
education sector recently. One of
such prominent initiatives under-
taken is the Erudite programme.
Eminent academicians from India
and abroad are invited to state
universities under the programme.
These academicians spend a few
weeks in the campus giving lec-
tures, interacting closely with fac-
ulty and students and exploring
future collaborations.

Several leading academicians
have already taken part in the
programme and the response from
academic community has been tre-
mendous. Another major initiative
in this direction is to invite Nobel
Laureates to campuses in Kerala.
“The Nobel Laureates visiting
programme” is a unique programme,

Erudite Programme
intending to take over academic
standards to the global level.
Under the programme, Nobel Lau-
reates are invited to the universi-
ties in Kerala to spend a few
days. They will closely interact
with students, teachers and re-
searchers during the period. Semi-
nars, workshops, lectures and
formulation of projects for future
collaboration will form  part of
the programme.

The Nobel Laureates visiting
programme begins with the visit
of Prof.Zhores I. Alferov of St.
Petersburg Scientific Centre,
(Nobel Prize winner for physics in the
year 2000) and Prof. Roger. Y. Tsien,
University of California SanDiego
(Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry in
the year 2008) to Cusat.

Sri. M.A. Baby, Hon’ble Minister for education, Govt. of
Kerala is delivering the Presidential address during the
inaugural function of  the State level Nobel Laureates visiting
programme under  Erudite Scheme of the State Higher
Education Council, Government of Kerala.

edge in various fields of education.

Such an approach will also equip
the students in carrying out inter-
disciplinary studies and research, Dr.
Panikkar added.

Dr. Joy Job Kulavelil, Syndicate
member , Cusat welcomed the gath-
ering while Dr. N. Chandra-
mohanakumar, Registrar,  Cusat pro-
posed a vote of thanks on the
occasion.   Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-
Vice Chancellor, Cusat and Dr. Kishan
Dholakia, Faculty of St. Andrews
University at Scotland also spoke
during the occasion.

Nobel Laureates Dr. Roger Y. Tsien
inaugurated the state level Nobel
laureate programme under the Eru-
dite scheme of the Govt. of Kerala and
Prof. Zhores I. Alferov inaugurated
the Centre for Nano materials and
Devices allocated to the Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Technology
during the occasion. .

Obsession with
professional courses
perilous :  Minister
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Inter University
Centre for Nano

Materials at Cusat

Prof. Zhores I. Alferov, Russian
Nobel Laureate inaugurated the
Inter-University Centre for Nano -
materials and Devices at Cusat on
07, January 2010. While  inaugu-
rating, he said nanotechnology
called for inter-disciplinary activi-
ties  and  it was better to introduce
such  curriculum with various
academic programmes.

Prof. Roger Y Tsein, Nobel Laure-
ate in Chemistry,  urged the univer-
sities in Kerala to make the best of
the visiting scientists by arranging
qualitative discussions. He was inau-
gurating  the State level Nobel Lau-
reates visiting programme under the
Erudite Scheme at Cochin University
of Science and Technology on 07,
January 2010.

Make the best of visiting scientists:
Nobel Laureate Dr. Roger Y. Tsien

“It is the quality
of time that you
spend with the vis-
iting faculty, not the
quantity of time that
matters. The system
of hand shake, au-
tographs and pos-
ing for photographs
should be done away
with when scien-
tists, who are al-
ways short of time,
are called for such a
programmes,” he
said.

“We are all fum-
bling in the dark.  It
is in such interac-
tions that solutions
come out.  Science is
all about experi-
ments and the Eru-

dite programme is such an experi-
ment”, he said.  He also delivered
a lecture on the work he and his
team were carrying out.

Prof. Roger  Y. Tsein spoke on
the need to have an industry –
based approach to research with
the aim of making whatever one
makes or    invents helpful to
general public.

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is addressing the gathering during
the inauguration of the ‘Nobel Laureates under the scholars in residence programme’ of the
Government of Kerala. Dr. Godfrey Louis,Prof. Zhores I.Alferov,
Sri M.A. Baby, Dr.Roger Y. Tsien, Dr. K.N. Panikkar & Dr. Kishan Dholakia are also seen.

Nobel Laureate prof. Roger Y. Tsien is delivering a lecture
during the state level inauguration of the visit of Nobel
Laureates under the scholars in residence programme of the
Government of Kerala at Cusat

Quality of time is
important ; not
quantity of time

“It is the quality of time that you
spend with the visiting faculty,
not the quantity of time that
matters. The system of hand
shake, autographs and posing
for photographs should be done
away with when scientists, who
are always short of time, are
called for such a programmes,”

“We are all fumbling in the
dark.  It is in such interactions
that solutions come out.  Science
is all about experiments and the
Erudite programme is such an
experiment”,

In his address, Dr.K. N. Panikkar,
Vice Chairman, Kerala State Higher
Education Council   spoke of the
problems being faced by the higher
education sector.

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr.
Ramachandran Thekkedath and
Dr.Godfrey Louis,  Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor, Cusat also spoke during the
occasion.

- Prof. Roger  Y. Tsein
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Prof. Zhores I.Alferov, Nobel Lau-
reate in Physics (2000), said at Cusat
on  6, January 2010, that there has
been a revolution in the field of
scientific instrumentation triggered
by the semiconductor revolution.

Interacting with the faculty and
students at the Polymer Science
Auditorium of the Cochin University
of Science and Technology,
Prof.Alferov said that instru
mentation for measurement,
characterisation, materials prepara-
tion and device fabrication has be-
come an important area.  Earlier, the
instruments needed for research were

made in the laboratory itself.  Now,
people depend more on commercial
instruments, he said. Emphasing the
role of mathematics in science,
Prof.Alferov said he had learnt math-
ematical modelling and its use in his
area from the legendary Prof.Peter
Kapitza.  This knowledge helped him
a lot in his research, he said. Urging
the students to find out their area of
specialization according to one’s
ability and interests, Prof.Alferov said
he would like to go back and become
a student, given an opportunity.”
I would take up Physics and spend
more time in the laboratory”, he said.

Answering a question whether he had
expected to win the Nobel Prize,
Prof.Alferov said he knew the impor-
tance of his discoveries and hence he
expected it.He said he used to spend
long hours in the laboratory during
his days of research, practically living
in the laboratory on several occa-
sions. Prof. Alferov said the credit for
his Nobel Prize goes to his parents,
and his brother who died in the
battlefield during the Second World
War. He also recalled the contribu-
tions made by his teachers in shaping
his career in science. Expressing his
difficulty in using English, Prof.Alferov
said he had his education in the
Russian language. Pointing out that
he had felt the need to learn English,
he said it was required while interact-
ing with the global scientific commu-
nity.

Opt for specialization in science:
Nobel Laureate Prof. Zhores I.Alferov

Nobel Laureate Prof. Zhores I.Alferov is interacting with the school students at Dept.
of Applied Chemistry,  partcipating the Inculcate Programme of the Govt. of Kerala.

Nobel Laureate Prof. Zhores I.Alferov  is inaugurating the Inter University Centre for
Nano Materials and devices at Cusat. Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath,
Sri. M.A. Baby, Minister for Education, Government of Kerala, Dr.Roger Y. Tsien, Dr.
K.N. Panikkar and Dr. Kishan Dholakia are also seen.

Prof. Alferov said the

credit for his Nobel Prize goes

to his parents, and

his brother who died in

the battlefield during

the Second World War.

He also recalled the

contributions made by his.

teachers in shaping his career.

Impact of Climate
Change on Ecosystems

Department of Marine Biology, Mi-
crobiology & Bio - Chemistry and
Rajiv Gandhi Chair in Contemporary
Studies of Cusat will organise a
National Symposium  on Impact of
Climate Change on Aquatic Ecosys-
tems during 19 and 20, February
2009 at the School of Marine
Sciences Auditorium of Cusat.



Tejus January 2010 6

The Erudite programme launched
by the Government of Kerala to invite
scholars including Nobel laureates
from various part of the world begins
at Cusat. Cochin University has
conducted a total number of 33
interactive sessions under various
faculties under this scheme.

Erudite programme begins at Cusat

Applied Chemistry

Dept. of Mathematics

Marine Geology
As part of the ‘Scholars –in-

Residence’ programme (Erudite) of
Kerala Higher Educational Council,
Prof. Santosh, Department of Natu-
ral Environmental Science, Kochi
University, Japan and Dr. D.V.R.
Murthi, Ex- General Manager (Geo-
physics), ONGC Ltd delivered lec-
tures on Continental Evolution and
Petroleum Exploration Techniques
respectively at the Department of
Marine Geology and Geophysics,
Cusat during November, 2009.

Dept. of Statistics

Reception to
Nobel Laureate

Nobel Laureate Prof. Zhores I. Alferov
was accorded a rousing reception at
the Kochi International Air Port on
4, January 2010. Dr. Godfrey Louis,
Pro - Vice Chancellor, Cusat and
Dr.K.M. Madhusoodanan, Co-
ordinator of Erudite programme
welcomed the Nobel Laureate at the
International Air Port.

Prof. Zhores I. Alferov was at
Cusat to inaugurate  the Inter
University Centre for Nano Materials
and Devices at Cusat and to partici-
pate the State Level Nobel Laureate
visiting programme under the Eru-
dite scheme of the Government of
Kerala.

Dr. Rama.C. Nair of the University
of Ottava, Canada delivered a series of
lectures at the Department of Statis-
tics, Cusat as part of the Erudite
knowledge exchange programme orga-
nized by the Govt. of Kerala during
14 - 19, December 2009. The title of
the first Erudite lecture was “Meta
Systematic Reviews and Meta Analysis:
Scientific basis for health care
delivery”.

Prof. N. Balakrishnan, the Statis-
tics Professor of MacMaster University,
Canada delivered a series of lectures
during 15 - 21, November 2009  at the
Department of Statistics under the
Erudite Programme of the Government
of Kerala. He was an elected member
of the International Statistical

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro - Vice Chancellor, Cusat is receiving Nobel Laureate Prof. Zhores I.
Alferov at the Cochin International Airport.

Institute.
Prof. Bovas Abraham, WaterLu

University, Canada delivered a se-
ries of lectures at the Department of
Statistics from January 17 to 22
under the Erudite Programme of the
Government of Kerala.

Dept. of Hindi
As part of the Erudite Programme
Dr. Sivakumar Misra, eminent critic
in Hindi Literature and former pro-
fessor and Dean of Sardar Patel
University delivered lectures during
7- 22, December 2009 . He dis-
cussed various topics of Hindi Lit-
erature. He made interaction with
the faculties, research scholars and
students of Hindi Department,
Cusat.

The first programme under Eru-
dite Scheme was conducted at the
Department of Applied Chemistry,
Cusat. Dr. Swapan K. Pati, Professor,
Theory and Materials group,
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Ad-
vanced Science and Research, Jakkar,
Bengaluru visited the Department
during February 2009. Later Prof.
Zhores I Alferov, Nobel Laureate in
Physics (2008) also visited the De-
partment as part of this program.
Dr. Andre M. Braun, Karlstruve,
Institute of Technology, Germany
delivered a series of Lectures at the
Applied Chemistry Department from
16 - 31, January 2010  under the
scholars in residence programme by
the Government of Kerala.

Prof. Daniela Ferrero, Department
of Mathematics, Texas State Univer-
sity, USA delivered a series of lectures
on topics like Line Hyper Dygraphs,
Power Domination, Path Graph Dy-
namics during  19 - 26, October

2009   under the Erudite programme
of the Government  of Kerala. Smt.
Manju. K.Menon, St. Pauls College,
Kalamassery, Sri. A. Vijayakumar,
Department of Mathematics, Cusat,
Sri.Pravas.K, Dept. of Mathematics,
Cusat, Smt. Aparna Lakshmanan. S,
St.Xavier’s college, Aluva also delivered
lectures on various topics.

As part of the Erudite programme
of the Government of Kerala, Prof. Yuri
Safarov, Mathematics professor of Kings
college, London deliverded a series of
lectures on topics related to differential
equations at the Mathematics Depart-
ment during 26, January  to 10,
February 2010.

.
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“The challenge before the interna-
tional scientific community is to
make photovoltaic materials that will
tap solar energy and thus meet the
future energy requirements of hu-
mankind”, said Nobel laureate  Prof.
Zhores I. Alferov.

Delivering the keynote address
after inaugurating the International
Material Conference, MATCON 2010,
organised by the Department of
Applied Chemistry of Cochin Univer-
sity of Science and Technology, he

of the progress made from this chemi-
cal, he felt.

Earlier, in his presidential ad-
dress, Cusat Vice  Chancellor
Dr.Ramachandran Thekkedath said
the basic aim of research at universi-
ties should be to develop science for
the betterment of mankind.

Dr. E. P. Yesodharan, Executive
Vice –President of the Kerala State
Council for Science, Technology and
Environment, Dr. Godfrey Louis,  Pro-
Vice Chancellor, Dr. N. Chandra
mohanakumar, Registrar,Dr.K. Girish
Kumar,  MATCON Chairman,  and
Dr.S Prathapan, Convenor  spoke.

Develop Materials to tap solar
energy, Scientists told

said solar energy would be the largest
source of energy in the future.

Silicon, germanium and carbonic com-
pounds are among basic chemicals
that are used in making such mate-
rials, he said.

It is for the scientific community to
develop new materials for the progress
of human civilization.  This period
can be called the silicon era because

 Nobel laureate Prof. Zhores I. Alferov is inaugurating  International Material Conference
organised by the Department of Applied Chemistry. Cusat Vice chancellor Dr.
Ramachandran Thekkedath, Dr. N. Chandramohanakumar (Registrar), Dr. Godfrey
Louis (Pro Vice Chancellor), Dr. K. Girish kumar, Dr. S. Prathapan and
Dr. E.P. Yesodharan are on the dias.

MATCON 2010

Ms. Reni George,
Research Scholar at
Dept. of Applied
Chemistry, Cusat
has been awarded
the best poster
award in 22nd

Kerala Science

Best poster award to
Chemistry student

Congress 2010 held at Kerala Forest
Research Institute, Peechi in the chemi-
cal sciences and technology category
for her work entitled catalytical activ-
ity of glucoamylase immobilized on
silane modified ordered mesoporous
silica by covalent binding under the
guidance of Dr.S. Sugunan.

The Physics Department of Cusat
welcomed the celestial spectacle of
the Century with magnifying tele-
scopes to capture the solar eclipse on
a white board on 14 January 2010.
Informative Posters on solar eclipse
were also put up with bits on myths,
do’s and don’ts.

The faculty and students under
the leadership of Prof. V.C. Kuriakose,
Co-ordinator, IUCCA Centre and
Prof. M.R.Anantharaman, Head of
the Department of Physics were also
present to explain the Science be-
hind eclipse to the visiting public.

Cusat gets a big slice of the celestial spectacle

A View of the frenzied crowd gathered at the Cusat Physics Department to have the
glimpse and to click the historical Solar Eclipse of the century.
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“All the threats and challenges
faced by the globe is due to the lack
of civics and common sense, though
we have acquired enough
knowledge”said Dr.N.Chandra-
mohanakumar, well known environ-
mentalist and Registrar, Cusat.

“The sustainable solution to the
various environmental problems faced
by planet earth is only through the
sensible interference of the coming
generation”, he added.  He was
inaugurating the one day interactive
workshop for the young children

Interactive workshop for kids at Rajiv Gandhi
Chair in Contemporary Studies

Dr. N. Chandramohanakumar, Registrar is inaugurating the interactive workshop by
the Rajiv Gandhi Chair. Also seen are Dr. A. Mohandas, Emiretus Professor,  Prof.
S. Sivadas,  popular Science Writer, Dr. S. Anilkumar, Director, Public Relations and
Publications & Dr. Suguna Yesodharan, Director, School of Environmental Studies.

titled ‘Planet Earth - our
Home:Explore, Care and Share’  or-
ganized by the Rajiv Gandhi Chair in
Contemporary Studies, Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Technology on
19, November 2009.

Dr.Suguna Yesodharan, Director,
School of Environmental Studies,
Cochin University of Science
and Technology, presided over the
function.

Dr.A. Mohandas, Emiretus
Professor,School of Environmental
Studies,  Cusat, Prof. S. Sivadas,
well known  popular science writer
and Dr.S.Anil kumar, Director, Pub-
lic Relations and Publications, Cusat
offered felicitations.

Miss. Raji Krishnapillai, Senior
Research Fellow of the Rajiv Gandhi
Chair welcomed the gathering  and
Mr.Apesh Reghuvaran,  Senior Re-
search Fellow proposed vote of thanks.
Prof.S.Sivadas, Dr.C.V.Jayamani, Pro-
fessor, School of Management Stud-
ies, Cusat and Ms. Raji Krishnapillai,
Rajiv Gandhi Centre lead various
sessions.

Republic Day at Cusat

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Cusat is inspecting the guard of honour of  the
Cusat  security staff accompanied by Sri. T.B.Suresh Babu,  Security Officer , Cusat
on the Republic Day of India, at the administrative office premises of Cusat on
26, January 2010.

Dr. P.G. Sankaran,
Faculty of the De-
partment of Sta-
tistics, Cochin
University  won
the Young Re-
search Award in-
stituted by the In-
ternational Indian
Statistical Asso-

Young Research
Award

to Dr. P.G. Sankaran

ciation in recognition of his research
contributions during the annual con-
ference of IISA held at
Vishakhapattanam, Andhra Pradesh
during  4-8, January 2010.
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“The evolution and development
of science is based on the curiosity
of students” said Dr.Godfrey Louis,
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Cusat.  “Eager-
ness and curiosity of children to-
wards Science is the backborn of
innovation” he added.  He was
inaugurating the inculcate program
of the Govt. of Kerala for propaga-
tion of Science amongst school stu-
dents on 20, November 2009 at the
Applied Chemistry Auditorium.

     Dr.N.Chandramohanakumar,
Registrar, Cusat presided.
Dr.V.P.N.Nampoori, Dean, Faculty
of Technology and Syndicate Mem-
ber, Dr.K.K.Mohammed Yusuff, Dean,
Faculty of Science, Dr.K.
Girishkumar, Co-ordinator and
Head, Dept. of  Applied Chemistry
and Dr. C.S. Paulose, Head, Dept. of

Biotechnology offered felicitations.
Dr.K.Girish Kumar said that “60
students from Govt and aided schools,
who were selected on the basis of a
state level aptitude test were partici-
pating in the inculcate program at
Cusat.  Among them 10 selected
students would get a monthly schol-

Inculcate
Programme in

Science at
Cusat

arship from the Govt. of Kerala”.
Laboratory exposure, lecture classes,
seminars and projects were the main
ingredients  of the four day residen-
tial inculcate program which was
intented  to foster the aptitude of
students towards learning subjects
of basic Science.

Sri. P. Rajeev M.P. is presenting Certificates to the partcipants of the inculcate
programme during the validictory session. Dr.N.Chandramohanakumar, Registrar
and Dr. K. Girishkumar, Programme Co-ordinator and Head, Dept. of Applied
Chemistry are also seen on the dias.

Department of Hindi, Cusat has
organized a two day National seminar
on Dalit Literature on 16 and 17,
December 2009. The seminar pro-
vided insights to various issues like
the aesthetics of Dalit Lierature,
Marxism and Dalit Literature, Dalit
Language and Criteria for evaluating
Dalit literature.

The seminar was inaugurated by
Dr. J.Prasad, Vice Chancellor, Sree
Sankaracharya University of San-
skrit. Well known Dalit writer Dr.
Sankarankumar Limbale presented
the theme address on the Concept of
Dalit Literature. The other invited
lectures were delivered by Dr.
Shivakumar Mishra (Renowned Critic
of Hindi literature), Dr. Devendra
Chaube (Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity), Dr. A .Achuthan (University of
Calicut), Dr. B. Vijayakumar (Maha-

National Seminar on dalit literature held

Dr. J.Prasad, Vice Chancellor, Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit is
inaugurating the National Seminar on Dalit literature. Dr. N. Mohanan, Dr. Shivakumar
Mishra, Dr. A .Achuta Menon, Dr. Devendra Chaube, Dr. B. Vijayakumar, Dr.
Sankarankumar Limbale, Dr. K. Vanaja , Dr.P.A. Shemim Aliyar are also seen.

rajas College), Dr. Praneetha and
Dr. T. K. Rajan presented papers.

Sri.N.K.Vasudevan , Syndicate  Mem-
ber  also spoke during the function.

.
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“Inter disciplinary studies are
essential for the growth and de-
velopment of basic science and for
the synchronized functioning of
various areas of Science”, opined
Cusat  Vice  Chancellor (i/c)
Dr. A. Jayakrishnan.

He was inaugurating the newly
furnished auditorium of the De-
partment of Chemistry on 11,
November 2009. The function was
presided by Dr. K. Girishkumar,
Head, Dept. of Applied Chemis-
try, Dr.M.R. Prathapachandra
Kurup ( Dept. of Applied Chemis-
try), Dr. K.K. Muhammed Yusuff
(Dean,  Faculty of Science), Dr. N.
Chandramohanakumar (Registrar,)
Sri. Baby Chakrapani (Syndicate
member), Dr. K. Sreekumar (Dept.
of Applied Chemistry) and Prof. P.
Madhavan Pillai, (Rtd.Prof. of
Chemistry) offered felicitations.

The Vice Chancellor also pre-
sented the Prof. P.Madhavan Pillai
endowment gold medal to Ms. P.V.
Deepthi of Applied Chemistry.

Chemistry
Auditorium
inaugurated

Women empowerment in society
would only be materialised by pro-
viding equality in formulating poli-
cies and taking decisions,
said Smt.Leela Menon, Editor,
Janmabhoomi daily.  She said that
women were treated as second class
citizens both in organised as well as
unorganised sectors.  This situation
should be changed.

Women Empowerment only
through Equality: Leela Menon

Smt. Leela Menon was delivering
the keynote address at a two day
National Seminar on “Female employ-
ment in India. Issues and Chal-
lenges” organised by the Department
of Applied Economics, Cusat on 20
and 21, October 2009. Dr.Godfrey
Louis, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Cusat in
his inaugural address categorically
said that the negation of woman in
the labour and employment sector
could be resolved only through women
empowerment. Dr.N.Chandra
mohanakumar,  Registrar, Cusat pre-
sided over.

The seminar sponsored by Indian
Council of Social Sciences was
organised to formulate policies and
programmes to safeguard the interest
of female employees of various orga-
nizations, said Dr.M.Meerabai, Reader
and Convenor, Department of
Applied Economics, Cusat.
Dr.S.Harikumar, Head, Dept. of
Applied Economics, Cusat, Dr.Dinney
Mathew, Regional Manager, Women’s
Development Corporation, Kerala and
Prof.K.C.Sankaranarayanan, Former
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Cusat offered feliciations.

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Cusat  is inaugurating the National Seminar
on “Female employment in India, Issues and Challenges”. Also seen are Dr. Dinney
Mathew, Regional Manager, Women’s development Corporation, Mrs. Leela Menon
Editor, Janmabhoomi Daily, Dr.N. Chandramohanakumar, Registrar and Prof. K.C.
Sankaranarayanan, Former Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, Cusat.

 Dr. A. Jayakrishnan , Cusat Vice chancellor (i/c)  and Vice Chancellor, University of
Kerala  is inaugurating the Chemistry Auditorium. Sri. Baby Chakrapani, Syndicate
member, , Prof. P. Madhavan Pillai, Former Head, Dept. of Applied Chemistry, Dr. N.
Chandramohanakumar, Registrar and Dr. K.Girishkumar are also seen.
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“National Institute of Ocean Tech-
nology under the Ministry of Earth
Sciences is actively working on a
project to develop manned
submersibles to study the ocean
floor”said  Dr.M.A.Atmanand, Direc-
tor of NIOT. In his keynote address at
the symposium on ocean electronics
at Cochin University of Science and
Technology on 18, November 2009,
he said that the project is being
funded by the Ministry of Earth
Sciences, Govt. of India.

Explaining about the other projects
carried out by NIOT, Dr.Atmanand
said that it will soon extend the low
temperature thermal desalination
programme  which was implemented
at Kavaratti in Lakshadweep islands,
to three other islands including
Minicoy, Agatti and Andrott.  The
project helps in generating freshwater
from sea water.

Such plants are viable mainly in
areas where fresh water storage
through other sources is difficult,
Dr.Atmanand added. Pointing out
that NIOT has launched a series of

Manned submersibles to study
the ocean floor on the anvil

“National Institute of
Ocean Technology under

the Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences is actively working

on a project to
develop manned

submersibles to study the
ocean floor”

data buoys to measure parameters
required for weather forecasting mod-
els, Dr.Atmanand said scientists have
developed bottom pressure recorder
in the sub-duction zone, near the
Andamans, which measures the sea
level due to displacement of sea bed
and transmits the same through
buoys to NIOT and INCOIS, its sister
institution in Hyderabad.

This forms the input to the
model that decides if there is a
concern for occurrence of tsunami,

he said. Describing that various
other parameters like tidel data for
Indian Ocean rim countries do form
inputs to this tsunami warning sys-
tem, Dr.Atmanand said that the
warning would be issued to all the
coastal areas that could get affected.
The complete System is automated
and does not require any human
intervention, he said.

Stating that NIOT has taken up a
programme by using the remotely
operated vehicle to validate the ground
truth at various locations in the
Krishna-Godavari basin in the Bay of
Bengal to assess the amount of gas
hydrate available, Dr.Atmanand said
that the discovery of gas hydrates is
worth mentioning.  Gas hydrates are
solid methane available at a depth of
about 50 to 100 metre below sea bed,

Dr. M.A.Atmanand, Director , National Institute of Ocean Technology(NIOT)  is
inaugurating the International Symposium on Ocean Electronics (Sympol 2009)
organised by Electronics Department. Prof. P.R.S. Pillai , Sri. S. Anandanarayanan,
Dr. Godfrey Louis, Dr. James S. Collins, Prof. K. Vasudevan and Dr. M.H. Supriya
are  seen.

Dr.Atmanand added.

Dr.Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor, Cusat inaugurated the semi-
nar. In his inaugural address, he
stressed the need of intensifying the
research in Ocean Electronics and
allied areas. S. Anandanarayanan,
Director of Naval Physical
Oceanograhic Laboratory, James S
Collins, Vice-president of IEEE-OES,
Prof.P.R.S.Pillai, Chairman of the
Organising Committee of the event
and Dr. M.H.Supriya, Coordinator,
spoke. Experts presented various pa-
pers on topics related to ocean
electronics during various sessions.

SYMPOL  2009

Cusat physics to
conduct open house
The Department of Physics, Cusat

is conducting an open house
programme for the students and
teachers during 19 and 20 February
2010. The programme is intended to
provide an opportunity for interac-
tion to the students who are deprived
of a chance to see for themselves the
work carried out in University labo-
ratories.
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Ph. D Awardees

Smt. Usha Nair., “Permutation entropy
based analysis of complex signals for
characterising change in system dynamics”
(Dr. V.N. Narayanan Nampoothiri, Reader
School of Engineering, Cusat.), Sri. Saji
K.J., “Amorphous oxide transparent thin
films: Growth, Characterisation and
Application  to thin film transistors”
(Dr. M.K. Jayaraj, Reader, Department of
Physics,  Cusat.), Smt. Annies Joseph,
“Haematological responses of penaeus
monodon to environmental alternations and
pathogenic invasion” (Dr, Rosamma Philip,
Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of Marine Biology, Micro
Biology  & Biochemistry, Cusat), Smt.
Surekha Mariam Varghese., “An
alternative approach to computer sustem
security monitoring and enhancement through
system call sequence analysis”, (Dr. K.
Poulose Jacob, Professor and Head,
Department of   Computer Science , Cusat),
Sri. J. Robert Victor Edward, “On
approximation methods for unbounded
operators”. (Dr. M.N. Narayanan Namboothiri,
Lecturer, Department of mathematics,
Cusat.), Sri. Josephkutty Jacob.,
“Analysis of power systems  compensated
by series facts devices”, (Dr. G. Madhu,
Professor  & Head, Division of  Safety and Fire
Engineering, School Engineering, Cusat), Smt.
Sreeja A., “Chromated copper arsenate(CCA)
treatment for rubber wood preservations and
its impact on the aquatic biota”, (Dr. Leela
Edwin, Principal Scientist, Fisheries
Technology Division, Central Institute of
Fisheries Technology, Kochi.), Sri.
Sreekumar R., “Effects and modifications
in In/Se and In/Sb systems by swift heavy
ion irradiation”, (Dr. K.P. Vijayakumar
Professor, Department of Physics ,Cusat ),
Smt. Smitha S. Nair, “Maithrai pushpa ka
kathasahitya - ek anuseelan”, (Dr. K. Vanaja,
Reader, Department of Hindi, Cusat), Smt.
Annu Anna Varghese., “Zeolite
encapsulated compexes of ruthenium:
synthesis characterisation and catalytic
activity studies”, (Dr. K.K. Mohammed Yusuff,
Professor, Department of Applied Chemistry,
Cusat), Sri Suresh S., “Organic reactions

catalysed by modified clays”,
(Dr. K. Sreekumar, Reader, Department  of
Applied Chemistry, Cusat), Smt. Nair Amee
Krishnakumar, “5-HT2c and NMDA
recepters, IP3, cGMP and cAMP functioal
regulation in pilocarpine indused tenporal
lobe epilepsy in rats: Neuroprotective role of
bacopa monnieri”, (Dr. C.S. Paulose, Professor,
Department of Biotechnology, Cusat),  Smt.
Padma P., “Nutrient mobility in chalakudy
river typified with riparian buffer zone and
its adjoining estuary: Spatio temporal
manifestation”, (Dr. S. Muraleedharan,
Reader, Department of Chemical
Oceanography, Cusat),    Sri. Rupananda
Mallia J., “Photodiagnosis of oral
malignancy using laser indused fluorescence
and diffuse reflectance Spectroscopy”, (Dr.
N. Subash, Scientist F, Biophotonics
Laboratory, Centre of Earth Science Studies,
Trivandrum), Smt. Suja Krishnan,
“Transition metal complexes of some
bis(thiosemicarbazones) derived from 2,6-
diacetylpyridine and N4 - substituted
thiosemicarbazides: synthesis spectral and
structural studies”,(Dr.M.R. Prathapachandra
Kurup, Professor, Department of Applied
Chemistry, Cusat),  Sri. Korak Saha,
“Propagation of micro-waves in the
troposphere with potential application to
GPS based navigation and meteorology with
emphasis on indian region”,      (Dr. K.
Parameswaran, Head, ATA Branch , Space
Physics Laboratory, Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre, Thiruvanadapuram),   Sri. Ajith
Peter M., “Environmental impacts of
chromated copper arsenate (CCA) treated
rubber wood for aquatic applications”, (Dr.
Leela Edwin, Principal Scientist, Central
Institute of Fisheries Tehnology, Kochi),
Sri. Vinu Thomas, “Stratagies for inverse
profiling of two dimentional dielectric
scatterers using electromagnetic
illumination”, (Dr. K.T. Mathew, Professor,
Department of Electronics, Cusat),
Smt. Sreebha S., “Environmental impact
of sand mining: A case study in the river
catchments of vembanad lake, Southwest
India”, (Dr. D. Padmalal, Scientist, Central
Environmental Sciences Division, Centre for
Earth Science Studies, Thiruvananthapuram),
Smt. Anu Joseph., “Glutamate receptor

gene expression: IP3,  cAMP, cGMP Functional
ragulation    in hypoglycaemic and diabetic
rats”,(Dr. C.S. Paulose,Professor, Dept
Biotechnology,Cusat)  Smt. Jasmine P.,
“Mesozooplankton of the arabian sea and the
bay of bangal with special reference to
planktonic ostracods”,    (Dr. Saramma U.
Panampunnayil, Scientist F, National
Institute of Oceanography, Kochi),
Smt. Sreesha Sasi, “Transition metal
complexes of schiff bases with azide and
thiocyanate as coligands: Spectral and
structural investigations”, (Dr. M.R.
Prathapachanra Kurup, Professor, Dept. of
Applied Chemistry, Cusat),
Sri. Thulaseedharan Nair  K., “Targetted
public distribution system in food grains:
Extent of utilization by the tribal population
in Kerala”, (Dr. M. Bhasi, Professor, S M S,
Cusat), Smt. Deepa Puthanparambil,
“Noval melt transurethane process for
cycloaliphatic polyurethanes and their self-
organization for nano-materials”, (Dr.
Jayakannan M, Scientist -C, Chemical
Sciences and Technology Division, National
Institute of Interdisciplinary Science and
Technology, Trivandrum),              Smt.
Renjana Devi B., “Modification of
polypropylene and polystyrene using
nanosilica”, (Dr. K.E. George, Professor,
Department of polymer Science & Rubber
Technology, Cusat), Sri . Sam Thomas., “A
study of software development  project risk,
risk management, project outcomes and their
inter-relationship”, (Dr. M. Bhasi,
Professor,School of Management Studies,
Cusat), Smt. Jasmine E.A., “Reinforcement
learning approaches to power system
scheduling”, (Dr. Jagathy Raj V.P., , School of
Management Studies, Cusat), Sri. Laluraj
C.M., “Geochemistry of transition,non-
transition and rare earth elements in the
surficial sediments of continental shelf of
Kerala and an Annex to the cochin estuarine
system”, (Dr. S. Muralidharan Nair,
Department of Chemical Oceanography, Cusat),
Sri.Dann V.J., “Characterization and  imaging
Diagnostics of Laser Induced Plasma from
Solid Targets” (Dr. V.P.N. Nampoori, Professor,
International School of Photonics, Cusat),
Sri. Muhammed Aslam  M.K. “House
Building and personal Finance - A Study of
Salaried Employees in Kerala.”,(Dr. P.R. Wilson,
Professor, SMS, Cusat), Sri. Sabu P.,
“Dynamics and Thermodynamics of the
Arabian sea Warm Pool”,(Dr.C.Ravichandran,

The following persons were awarded
Ph.D by Cusat during the period
July  - December 2009.
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Scientist E II, National Insitute of
Oceanography, Kochi-18),Smt. Priya A.,
Adhunic Hindi Kavitha Ki Lokchetana ka
Vishleshanatmak Adhyayan
(Dr.A.Aravindakshan, Dean, Faculty of
Humanities, Department of Hindi, Cusat)
Sri.Yoosaf K., Supramolecular organization
of Metal Nanoparticles in Solution and of
Phenyleneethynylenes on Surfaces
(Dr.K.George Thomas,  Scientist E II, National
Institute of Interdisciplinary Science and
Technology, Trivandrum-19),  Sri. Sanil
Kumar M.G., Microalgae in the SouthWest
Coast of India” (Dr. K.J Joseph, Professor
Department of Marine Biology,Microbiology &
Biochemistry, Cusat) , Smt. Sini R.,
Studies on Scattering and Quasi-Normal
Modes in Black Hole Space-Times (Dr.V.C.
Kuriakose, Professor, Department of Physics,
Cusat), Sri. Joshy N.V., Studies on Laser
Induced and RF Sputterd Plasma using
Optical Emission Spectroscopy and Langmuir
probe, (Dr. M.K. Jayaraj, Reader, Department
of Physics, Cusat), Sri. Gijo Augustin,
Development and  Analysis for a Compact
Coplanar Antenna with flared Monopole for
Dual Band Applications (Dr.K. Vasudevan,
Professor, Dept. of Electronics, Cusat),   Smt.
Jisha C.P., Studies on Some Aspects of
Light Beam Propagation through Certain
Nonlinear Media(Dr. V.C. Kuriakose, Professor,
Dept. of Physics, Cusat) Smt. Deepa K.G.,
“Preparation of sub-micrometre thick CulnSe2

Films using Sequential Evaporation technique
for device fabrication”(Dr. C. Sudha Kartha,
Reader, Dept. of physics, Cusat),  Smt.
Bindya Bhargavan P.V., Haematologycal
responses of green mussel perna
viridois(linnaeus) to heavy metals copper
and mercury(Dr. K.V. Mohammed Salih,
Professor(Retd.), Department of Marine
Biology, MicroBiology & Bio-Chemistry,
School of Marine Sciences Cusat,
Smt. Ajitha S., Ordered mesoporous
Silica as supports for immobilization of
Biocatalyst  (Dr. S. Sugunan, Professor,
Department of Applied Chemistry, Cusat),
Sri. Habeebrehman H., Biological
responses to upwelling  and stratification in
the eastern arabian sea(Dr. C. Ravichandran,
Scientist E II, National Institute of
Oceanography), Smt. V.K. Jayasree.,
Selected cardiovascular studies based on
photoplethysmography technique (Dr. P.
Radhakrishnan, Professor, International
School of photonics, Cusat), Smt. Bindu

J., Thermal processing of smoked yellowfin
tuna (thunnus albacares) in flexible pouches(Dr.
T.K. Srinivasa Gopal, Principal Scientist,
Central Institute of Fisheries Technology),
Smt. Mini Krishna K., Synthesis and
characterization of zinc gallate based
phosphors for thin film electroluminescent
devices(Dr. M.K. Jayaraj, Reader, Dept. of
physics, Cusat), Sri. Samuel Varghese
K., Fabrication and characterization of all-
fiber components for optical acces
networks.(Dr. V.P.N. Nampoori & Dr. C.P.
Girijavallabhan (Co-Guide), Cusat),
Sri. Sajeev K. Vavachan, Keral ki
sthaneeya sabdavali ke hindi anuvad ki
samasyayem: Kala Aur Sanskriti ke visesh
sandarbh mein(Dr. N.G. Devaki, Professor,
Dept. of Hindi, Cusat), Sri. Deepak K.R.,
Samakaleen Narivadi upnyas: Ek Adhyayan
(Dr. N. Mohanan, Professor and Head, Dept. of
Hindi, Cusat), Sri.James Kurian, A beacon
based localization system for autonomous
mobile robots and its Applications in Traffic
and Transport Control (Dr. P.R. Saseendran
Pillai, Professor, Dept. of Electronics, Cusat),
Sri. George Ninan, Optimization of process
parameters for the extraction of gelatin from
the skin of freshwater fish and the evaluation
of physical and chemical characteristics (Dr.
Jose Joseph, Principal Scientist, Central
Institute of Fishereis Technology, Willingdon
island), Sri. Panneerselvam R., CFD
Simulation of Multifase Reactors (Dr. S.
Savithri, Scientist, National Institute of
Interdisciplinary Science & Technology,
Trivandrum).

Ms.Anna Dilfy, Department of polymer Science and Rubber
Technology together with Prof. Thomas Kurian , Dept. of
PS & RT, Dr.Saritha G.Bhat, Department of Biotechnology
and the team behind the  winning of best poster award.

Best Paper Award to
Dr. S. Anil kumar

D r . S . A n i l
kumar , Direc-
tor, Public re-
lations and
publications,
Cusat has won
the second
best paper
award for his
presentation on Aspects of  science
communication through print media
in the Science Communicaters Con-
ference held at the Indian Science
Congress at Thiruvananthapuram
during 3 to 7, January 2010. Dr.
Anuj Sinha, Consultant (Science
Communication), Dept. of Science
and Technology,  Government of
India presented the award to
Dr. Anil kumar.

Best Poster Paper Award
for Ms. Anna Dilfi

Ms. Anna Dilfi, research scholar,
working under the guidance of
Prof.Thomas Kurian of the Depart-
ment of Polymer Science and Rubber
Technology, Cusat was awarded the
best paper award in the Material
Science section of the Indian Science
Congress held at Thiruvananthapuram
during January 3-7, 2010.  The
research was an interdepartmental
collaborative work of the research

group of Prof.Thomas
Kurian  and Dr.Saritha
G.Bhat of the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology
of the University.  The
researchers were able
to prepare bio-degrad-
able plastic by blend-
ing dextrin (a deriva-
tive of starch) and poly-
ethylene.   The re-
searcher have prepared
the biodegradable plas-
tic blend and evalu-
ated its properties at
the Dept. of Polymer
Science & Rubber Tech-
nology, Cusat.

.

.
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The Cochin University of Science
and Technology (Cusat) and the St.
Petersburg Scientific Centre of the
Russian Academy of Science, Russia
have signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding to explore the academic
and educational co-operation and
promote mutual understanding be-
tween the two organizations.

Cusat and St. Petersburg Scientific
Centre ink MoU on academic tie-up

The MoU was signed between
Vice-Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran
Thekkedath and Prof. Zhores I.
Alferov, Vice-president (Russian Acad-
emy of Science)  and chairman of the
St. Petersburg Scientific Centre, at
Cusat on 14, January 2010 in the
presence of Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-
Vice  Chancellor,Cusat and  Dr.N.
Chandramohanakumar, Registrar.
The MoU will help develop collabo-
rative activities in academic areas of
mutual interest on the basis of
equality and reciprocity and will
take steps to exchange  faculty,
researchers and students. Collabora-
tive research projects, lectures and
symposia will be promoted through
this Memorandum of understanding.

The document states that the
implementation of specific activities

Cusat Vice-Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is exchanging the MoU with
Prof. Zhores I. Alferov of St.Petersburg Scientific Centre, Russia. Dr. N.
Chandramohanakumar,  Registrar, Cusat  and  Dr. Godfrey Louis , Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Cusat  are looking on.

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is welcoming the Nobel Laureate
Prof. Zhores I. Alferov at his Chamber at the administrative office of the Cochin
University of Science and Technology.

will be separately negotiated and
agreed upon between the faculties,
schools or institutes which carry out
specific projects.

Both organizations agreed to carry
out these activities in accordance
with the laws and regulations of the
respective countries.

The MoU will explore the
academic and educational

co-operation and to promote
mutual understanding

between the two
organizations.

Table talk on
Academic Matters
The Cochin University Union has

organised a table talk on accademic
matters on14 January, 2010 at Hindi
Auditorium, Cusat. The objective of
the programme was to bring forth
various academic issues of students
of the university with university
officials and members of the Syndi-
cate of the University.

Sri. Narendran.T, Chairman and
Shibin Nahas, General Secretary,
Cochin University  Union said that
the programme provided an excellent
opportunity to air the views of stu-
dents at a forum of university au-
thorities. .

.
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 The poorer countries worldwide
are destined to suffer the calamities
due to climate change, opined
Sri.P.Rajiv M P.  He was inaugurating
an interdisciplinary seminar on cli-
mate change organized by Cochin
University Union on 21, January
2010.

He accused that the developed
countries, where only 19% of global
population residing are responsible
for almost 75%  of the green house
gases emitted till day in the globe.
Cusat Vice-Chancellor Dr.Rama
chandran Thekkedath said that  the

Climate Change; poor countries
destined to suffer

man-made climate change is the
biggest threat before the mankind. In
order to face the challenge we have to
make changes in our life style”, the
Vice Chancellor added.

Sri. P. Rajiv M.P. is inaugurating an inter disciplinary seminar on climate change
organised by Cochin University Union. Dr.N. Chandramohanakumar, Registrar, Cusat
Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath,  Adv. K. Mohanachandran,
Sri. Baby  Chakrapani , Sri. T. Narendran (Syndicate Members)Sri. Shibin Nahas and
Dr. K.Vanaja are on the dias.

Advocate K.Mohanachandran,
Sri.Baby Chakrapani, (Syndicate
members),Cusat, Dr.Chandra-
mohanakumar, Registrar, Dr.K.Vanaja
Hon. Treasurer, Sri. T.Narendran,

University Union Chairman and Sri.
Shibin Nahas, General Secretary,
Cochin University Union  spoke.

Prof. N.G.Devaki, Department of
Hindi, Cusat received the National
Award,  Samekith Bharathiya Sahitya
Parishad Purasakar for her contribu-
tions to Hindi Literature.

The award consisting of memento,
cash prize and citation was presented
during a special function organized
on 10, November  2009 at Basthi, UP.
The award is instituted to honour
and recognize the valuable contribu-

tions of writers and educators for
promoting and propagating Hindi
language and literature.

According to Prof Devaki, the
amount has been donated to C-SiS of
Cusat for enabling meritorious stu-
dents for taking part in the Child
Scientists’ programme and other simi-
lar activities of the Centre for Science
in Society, Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology.

Prof. N.G. Devaki Department of Hindi, Cusat is receiving the National award

National Award for Dr. N.G Devaki

The use of open source software
should be promoted effectively, Dr.
N.Chandramohanakumar, Registrar
of Cochin University of Science and
Technology, has said.

In his inaugural address at Intel-
lections 09, the annual lecture series
conducted by the Department of
Computer Science at Cochin Univer-
sity of Science and Technology here
on 21 November 2009, Dr. N.
Chandramohanakumar said that
Cochin University is using only open
source software for both library and
office automation. Dr. Paulose Jacob,
Head of the Department of Computer
Science, stressed the need to give
more focus on developing stratagies
for preventing cyber crimes. Dr.
Clifton L. Kussmaul and Sri. Sunil
Balakrishnan, Kochi Center Head,
UST Global took classes on various
topics. Sri. G. Santhoshkumar, Lec-
turer, Department of Computer Sci-
ence welcomed the gathering and
Sri. Akhil Chandran, Convenor pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

Promote use of
open software
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Sri.  Ajay Kumar, IT secretary,
Government of Kerala  has suggested
digitisation of libraries at the
grassroots level to take knowledge to
the nook and corner of the country.
In his inaugural address at the
national conference on role of open
source software in libraries organised
by the Cochin University library  on
24, November 2009, Dr.Kumar said
that advancements in technology have
considerably changed the concept of
libraries.

He said that content itself has
become digital offering the users
tremendous scope for sharing of re-
sources.  Dr.Kumar stressed the need
for stepping up networking and hard-
ware support while dealing with a
huge content in the digital mode.

Explaining that open source soft-
ware helps in using the resources
effectively, the IT secretary said that
the government has plans to start
training and awareness programmes
to generate public interest in free and
open source software in the State.  He
said   that the aim of the programme

was to make Kerala one of the leading
destinations for free and open source
software.

In his keynote address on the
occasion, Mr.H.R.Mohan, Associate
Vice President (Systems), The Hindu,
said that the relevance of free and
open source software has gone up
especially when the funding for li-
braries was coming down consider-
ably.  Explaining that many people
were finding it difficult to manage the
cost of proprietary software, Mr.
Mohan said that open source soft-
ware provided immense freedom to
the users.

Describing that open source soft-
ware has got the support of a strong
community, he said that the free
software users need not depend on a
single person, as response comes in
from multiple users.  Referring to the
decision taken by the White House to
switch to open source and to use
‘Drupal’, Mr. Mohan said that govern-
ments across the globe were migrat-
ing to open source.  Describing
librarians as playing both the role of

a wicket keeper and the batsman of
a team, he said that they need to
provide information and also search
for it’s simultaneously.  Mr. Mohan
said that the use of free software like
‘Kohan’ in library management has
become much popular in libraries
across the country.

Adv. K. Mohanachandran, Dr.
V.P.N. Napoori (Syndicate members),
Dr. N. Chandramohanakumar, (Reg-
istrar), Smt. Baby Valsala (University
Librarian), Sri. Shiburay (Convenor)
also spoke.

Call to digitise libraries at the
grassroots level

Sri. Ajay Kumar , Secreatary to  Dept. of Information Technology, Govt. of Kerala is
inaugurating the  National Conference on ‘role of Open Source Software in libraries’.
Looking on are Mr.H.R. Mohan, Sri. Shiburay, Adv. K. Mohanachandran, Dr. V.P.N
Nampoori (Syndicate members), Dr. N. Chandramohanakumar, Registrar and
Smt. Baby Valsala, University Librarian.

Best Paper award to
Cusat Scholar

Sri.Rajeesh.C.John,
Research scholar,
Department of
Statistics, Cusat
won the Best
paper award for
students during
the annual con-
ference of Inter-

national Indian Statistical Associa-
tion (Guide: Dr.Asha Goplakrishnan)
held at Vishakhapatnam.

Workshop on
earthquake resistant

buildings
A Two day training programme on
earthquake resistant building tech-
nology for final year engineering
students held at Cusat on 16, Decem-
ber 2009. The programme was aimed
at creating awareness among  the
students on the need for planning
earthquake resistant buildings when
they enter the construction fields as
professionals.

The programme was being organised
by the District administration under
the Urban Earthquake Vulnerability
Reduction Project (UEVRP) of the
Central Goverment’s United Nations
Development Programme.

Under the project, around 30 build-
ings in the city are being screened for
the quality for construction and their
ability to resist earthquakes.
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Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro -Vice Chancellor, Cusat is delivering the opening remarks at
the workshop on Science Writing and reporting. Also seen are Dr. S. Anilkumar
(Director, Public Relations and Publications) Dr. K. Vasudevan (Head, Dept. of
Electronics)  Dr.N. Chandramohanakumar (Registrar, Cusat), Dr. V.P.N. Nampoori
(Dean, faculty of Technology and Syndicate member)

National Workshop on Science
Writing and Reporting held

Dr.Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor, Cusat exhorted “the scientific
community to initiate Publication of
a Science Dictionary for helping
common man to understand Science
and to help them to read and
understand various articles on Sci-
ence and Technology.” He was deliv-
ering the opening remarks at the
National workshop on Science Writ-
ing and Reporting organised by the
Centre for Science Communication
(C-Sis), Cusat, in collaboration with
State Committee on  Science Technol-
ogy and Environment, Govt. of Kerala.

Dr.Godfrey Louis urged the jour-
nalist to learn the basic reasons of
various scientific developments before
reporting such events.  He said that
unless the reporter is having the basic
knowledge, he would not be in a
position to communicate scientific
activities in a reader friendly manner.

In his special address
Dr.N. Chandramohanakumar, noted
Environmentalist and Registrar, Cusat
stressed the need of involvement of
students in communicating the Real
Science to the population.

Dr. S. Anil  kumar, Director , Public
Relations and Publications and Co-
ordinator welcomed the guests and
Partcipants. Dr. K. Vasudevan, Head,
Department of Electronics also
partcipated in the function.

Various sessions on Science Writ-
ing and Reporting handled by emi-
nent persons like Dr.V.P.N. Nampoori,
Professor and Director, International
School of Photonics,  Cusat (Science
Reporting in Language), Smt. Sudha
Nampoothiri, Senior Reporter, New

Indian Express, Kochi  (Science Re-
porting – Sources, Contacts and
Experiences) , Mrs. M.Suchithra,
Senior  Correspondent, The Down to
Earth  (Environmental Reporting),
Sri. Jomi Thomas, Lecturer, Manipal
Institute of Communication, Manipal
University, Karnataka (Science and
New Media),  Dr. S. Anil Kumar,
Director,Public Relations and   Pub-
lications, Cusat (Effective Science
Reporting), Mrs.Sherily Jacob,
Programme Executive, All India Ra-
dio, Kochi (Science for Broadcasting
Media), Dr. K. G. Nair, Director,
Centre for Science in Society, Cusat
(Propagation of Scientific Temper
through Children), Prof. S. Sivadas,
Well known Popular Science Writer
and Chief Editor of Labour India
Publication (Science Writing – Do it in
Style).

Sri. Jose Thettayil, Minister for Transport , Govt. of Kerala is inaugurating the University
Youth Festival “Keli 2009”. Also seen are Dr. N. Chandramohanakumar, Registrar,
Sri. N. K. Vasudevan, Adv. K. Mohanachandran , Dr. Joy Job Kulavelil, (Syndicate
members) Sri. P. Rajiv M.P. and Smt. V.V. Asha.

Best poster award to
Physics Scholar

Smt. A.P. Reena
Mary, part
time research
scholar , Depar
tment of Phys-
ics was awa
rded the best
poster  presen-
tation in Physi-

cal Science category at the Kerala
Science Congress during 28 - 31
January  held at Peechi, Trichur.
(Guide-Dr.M.R Anantharaman)
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Sri.G.Sudhakaran, Honb’le Minis-
ter for Co-operation, Govt. of Kerala
has inaugurated the Triveni  Coffee
House managed by Consumer Fed at
the University Campus on 8, January
2010.  Sri.A.M.Yusuf M L A presided.

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr.
Ramachandran Thekkedath delivered
the keynote address.

Sri.P.Rajiv. MP, Sri.A.K.Narayanan
(President, Consumer Fed) Sri.
Dineshmani M L A (Member, Syndi-
cate) V.M. Ariffa (Municipal Chair
Person, Kalamassery) Dr.Godfrey
Louis,  Pro - Vice Chancellor, Cusat,
Dr.N.Chandramohanakumar , Regis-
trar, Sri.K.T.Rajan (Councillor)
S r i . N . K . V a s u d e v a n , A d v o c a t e

Increase Support Price of Paddy;
Cusat Seminar urged

Sri. S. Sharma, Hon’ble Minister for Fisheries  and Registration, Govt. of Kerala is
inaugurating the National Seminar on Conservation of Paddy lands and Wetlands in
Kerala. Also seen are  Dr.K.N. Chandrasekharan Pillai, Syndicate member,
Dr.Godfrey Louis, Dr. A. Jayakrishnan, Adv. K. Mohanachandran and Sri. N.K.
Vasudevan (Syndicate members)

K.Mohanachandran, Sri.T.Narendran
(Syndicate members) Sri.John
Fernandez, Executive Director,

Consumer Fed and Sri Riji G. Nair,
Manager, Consumerfed offered felici-
tations during the occasion.

Sri G. Sudhakaran,  Minister for Co-operation is inaugurating Triveni Coffee House  at
Cusat Campus. Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Cusat Vice Chancellor
Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath, Sri. P. Rajeev M.P, Sri .A.M . Yusuf M L A,
Sri.Dineshmani M L A(Member Syndicate), V.M.Ariffa (Municipal Chair Person),  Sri.
N.K.Vasudevan, Adv. K.Mohanachandran (Syndicate members) and Dr.N.
Chandramohanakumar, Registrar are also seen.

The Govt. of Kerala has nomi-
nated Dr. Sindhu Joy, Post Doc-
toral Fellow, International Centre
for Kerala Studies, University of
Kerala ( Women representative )
and Dr. V. Ajayakumar, Director,
Computer Centre, University of
Kerala     ( IT Specialist) to the
Syndicate of Cusat.

A National Seminar organised by
the School of Legal Studies of Cusat
urged the authorities to increase the
supporting price and subsidy for
cultivation of paddy to boost the
paddy cultivation in the state of
Kerala.  The speakers of the Seminar
requested the Government to take
appropriate steps to protect the
paddy fields, wet-lands and man-
groves, as it was highly necessary to

ensure the food safety of the state and
its bio-diversity.

Sri. S.Sharma, Minister for Fisher-
ies and Registration Government of
Kerala, inaugurated the National
Seminar on 19 December 2009.
Dr.A.Jayakrishnan, Vice Chancellor
(i/c) Cusat presided over.

Dr.Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice
Chancellor,Cusat,Dr.K.N.Chandra-

sekharan Pillai, Dean and member of
Syndicate and  Adv.K.Mohanach
andran, Member of  Syndicate offered
felicitations.

Papers were presented by
Mr.V.K.Gopalan, Dr.Leela Krishnan,
Adv.Sahasranaman, Adv.Sivan
Madathil, Prof.Seetha Raman,
Dr.C.M.Joy, Dr.A.M.Varkey,
Dr.V.R.Jayadevan, Adv.Sujith and
Dr.Saroja on topics like protection of
mangroves, wetlands, paddy fields
developmental activities and environ-
mental issues. Dr.D.Rajeev (Director,
School of Legal Studies, Cusat),
Sri.N.K. Vasudevan (Member of the
Syndicate), Sri.T.Narendran (Chair-
man, Cochin University Union &
Syndicate Member) were also present.

Triveni Coffee House inaugurated at Cusat Campus

.

Two new syndicate
members to Cusat
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Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancellor is inaugurating the Asia Pacific School of
Neurochemistry by the Department of Biotechnology. Dr.  C.S. Paulose, Organising
Secretary and Dr. Alfreda Stadlin, APSN Chairperson are also seen on the dias.

The chances of finding a cure for
neuro-degenerative diseases have in-
creased in India with the latest
advancements in brain research, said
Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor, Cusat.

He was speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Asia Pacific School of Neuro-
chemistry, a five-day interactive ses-
sion being organised at the Biotech-
nology Department of the Centre for
Neuro sciences on 07, December
2009 at Cusat.

Dr. Godfrey stressed the need for
exploring new horizons for the benefit
of the community.

The inaugural function was pre-
sided over by APSN chairperson, Dr.
Alfreda Stadlin.   Dr. C.S. Paulose,
Origanising Secretary welcomed the
gathering.

Around 30 young researchers and
faculty members from different parts
of India and the Asia-Pacific coun-
tries are participating in the five-day
meet, at which modern concepts of
neuroscience research will be intro-
duced to students.

The students were exposed to
hands-on-training, lectures,
tutorials and discussions on
neurogenerative sciences at the
programme.

Dr. Kazuhiro Ikenaka, President of the Asia Pacific Society for Neuro Chemistry is
inugurating the International Conference on neuroscience updates. Also seen are Dr.
C.S. Paulose, Organising Secretary and Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chancellor.

APSN School inaugurated at
Dept. of Biotechnology

“Studies in several animal models
will be immensely beneficial in help-
ing to find cures for various brain
diseases” said Dr. Kazuhiro Ikenaka,
President of the Asia Pacific Society
for Neuro Chemistry (APSN). He was
inaugurating International Confer-
ence on Neuro Science Updates at
Cusat. It will be useful for mankind
if studies are conducted on several
such models, he added.

The Programme on Neurodege
nerative diseases was organised by
APSN, NSI and SNCI held at the
Department of Biotechnology at  Cusat
provided a major impetus to on going
academic programmes in the field,
Dr. Ikenaka said. Dr.C.S. Paulose,
Organising Secretary, ICN 2009, Dr.
Godfrey Louis, Pro Vice-chancellor,
Dr. Kazuhiro Ikenaka, President,
APSN, Dr. Kalluri Subba Rao, Presi-
dent SNC(I), Dr. B.G. Unni, North
East Institute of Science & Technol-
ogy (CSIR), Dr. Alfreda Stadlin, Dr.
Darryl Eyles, Dr. Peter Dodd, Dr.
Rivka Ravid, Dr. Shashi Bala Singh,
Dr. Anita Jagota, Dr. Meera Vaswani,
Dr.K. Subba Rao, Dr. Kumar
Sambamurthi, Dr. Rammohan Rao,
Dr. Usha R., Dr. Vivekanandhan S.,
Dr. Sunil K. Hota and Dr. Sabesan M.
were also spoke.

International meet on
Neuro degenerative

diseases held

The Centre for Population Studies
of the Dept. of statistics, Cusat
organised a workshop on Statistical
genetics during 29 and 30 December
2009 at the Dept of Statistics. Dr.
Godfrey Louis, Pro - Vice Chancellor,
Cusat inaugurated the workshop. Dr.
P.G. Sankaran, Co-ordinator of the
Centre welcomed the gathering. Prof.
Robert Elston, Case Western Reserve
university, USA, Prof. Varghrese
George, Medical College of Georgia,
USA and Prof. Sourabh ghosh, ISI,
Calcutta were the speakers.

Workshop on
Statistical

Genetics held

.
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Cusat celebrated
50 years of Laser

A programme to com-
memorate the 50 years of
Lasers was jointly
organised by the Interna-
tional School of Photonics
and Centre of Excellence
in Lasers and Opto-elec-
tronic Sciences of Cusat
on 04, January 2010.
The one year celebration
of the 50 Years of Lasers
was inaugurated by
Dr.Kishan Dholakia, noted
Bio Photonic Scientist at
the C.V.Raman Audito-
rium of the International
School of Photonics.

  Dr.Godfrey Louis, Pro
Vice-Chancellor, Cusat
presided over.

Dr. Joby Jose, IIT Delhi,
and Dr.Reji Philip, RRI,
Bangalore offered felicita-
tions.  Dr.V.P.N Nampoori,
Director, International
School of Photonics and
Dean, Faculty of Technol-
ogy welcomed the
gathering and Dr.P.
Radhakrishnan, Director,
Centre of Excellence in
Lasers and Optoelectronic
Sciences proposed vote of
thanks.

Navathi celebrations of
Prof. (Dr.) M.V. Pylee

The Navathi(90th birthday)
of  Padmabhushan Emeri-
tus Professor Dr.
M.V.Pylee, founder Direc-
tor of the School of Man-
agement Studies, Cusat
and former Vice Chancel-
lor, Cochin University was
celebrated under the aus-
picious of  the Staff and
Students of School of Man-
agement Studies on 31,
October 2009.

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-
Vice Chancellor, Cusat
honoured him with a
angavastra and plaque.

The function was
presided by Dr. N.
Chandramohanakumar,
Registrar, Cusat.  Profes-
sor K.B. Pavithran, Direc-
tor, School of Manage-
ment Studies welcomed
the gathering and Profes-
sor C. A. Francis, Profes-
sor School of Management
Studies proposed vote of
thanks. Prof.  P.R.Poduval,
former Director, SMS, Sri.
Deepak Aswani and
Dr. Antony Gregory
offered felicitations.

Cusat Vice Chancellor Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is
lighting the lamb of the inaugural function of the  ‘50 years of
Laser’. Also seen are Dr. Kishan Dholakia, Dr. V.P.N.
Nampoori, Dr. Radhakrishnan and Dr. Godfrey Louis.

A Cusat team of stu-
dents won first in Mime
and Second prize in Mim-
icry in Silver Unifest, the
25th South Zone Inter
University Youth Festival
held  at Mysore Univer-
sity campus from 23 – 28,

November 2009. The mem-
bers of the Mime  team
are,  Aneesh M.P, CELOS,
Arjun Sundar S, B.Tech,
Fire and Safety, SOE,

Aruna.A, School of Legal
studies,  Fathima Rinshi,
CELOS, Gejo Jacob Paul,
K.M. School of Marine
E n g i n e e r i n g , S u s a n
George, School of Legal
Studies,  and the Mimicry
second prize winner is
Mr.Akhiljith A, Depart-
ment of Instrumentation,
Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology.

Cusat team won first in
Inter Uni. youth fete

Noted scientist, Dr.
K.L. Sebastian, Professor
of the Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore is se-
lected for the prestigious
Prof. M.V. Pylee award   for
distinguished  academi-
cian in the country.

The M.V.Pylee Award
has been instituted in
Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology, to
honour University teach-
ers who distinguish them-
selves with dedication
and commitment in teach-
ing and research. The
triennial award consists
of a citation, memento
and a cash prize of Rs.
2.00 Lakhs.

After his Doctorate
from Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, Pro-
fessor  Dr.K.L.Sebastian
has done extensive re-

search in  Chemistry at
Liverpool University, Fitz-
Haber Institute and Inter-
national Centre for Theo-
retical Physics in Italy.
Earlier he was awarded
J.C.Bose Fellowship,
Bhatnagar Award for
Young Scientist, Swadeshi
Science Award etc.

He is a member of
Indian National Science
Academy (INSA) and In-
dian Academy of Sciences
(IASc). Earlier Dr.
Sebastian was Professor
and Head of the Depart-
ment of Applied Chemistry
of Cusat.

The previous recipients
of this prestigious award
were Prof. M.N. Srinivas,
Prof. Jayant V. Narlikar,
Dr. M.S. Valiathan, Dr. K.
Venkatasubramanian and
Prof. (Dr. )V.N.Rajasekha
ran Pillai.

Prof. M.V. Pylee Award
declared

.

.
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Call to focus on
Bio - informatics

“Notwithstanding the initial lim-
ited succes of artficial intelligence
since its inception, the early opti-
mism concerning attainment of hu-
man level intelligence has given way
to an appreciation of the profound
difficulty of the problem” ,
Dr.Ajaykumar Principal Secretary,
State Information Technology De-
partment has said.

International symposium on innovations in natural computing

Mr.Ajaykumar Principal Secretary, Department of Information Technology, Govt. of
Kerala  is inaugurating  the International Symposium on Innovations in Natural
computing. Also seen are Dr. V.P.N. Nampoori,  Syndicate member, Dr. K.V. Pramod,
Head, Dept.of Computer Applications and Sri. Baby Chakrapani,  Syndicate member

National Law School of India
University, Bangalore appreciated the
outstanding research work done by
Prof. Sasi Kumar of KM School of
Marine Engineering on “Green ships
and Cleaner Ports – an Integrated
Approach”.

Prof. Sasi Kumar after carrying
out detailed analysis on the various
types of ship source pollutions (op-
erational, accidental and illegal dis-
charges) occurred, during the con-
struction, operational and recycling
stages of the life cycle of a ship, that
ship source pollution is still being
continued though reduced both in
number and the quantity of pollut-
ants went overboard.

Based on the case studies con-
ducted, Prof. Sasi Kumar proved that
the degradation resulting from the
activities associated with ships in
and around ports is due to the lacuna
in the existing legal system, unsatis-
factory management practices, lack of
awareness and inadequate training
for the crew and laxity in enforcement
of formulated laws. Justice K.G.
Balakrishnan, Chief Justice of India
and the Chancellor of the  University
awarded Doctorate Degree to him for
his work.

Green ships & Ports;
Dr.Sasikumar felicitated

Recent Trends in
Graph Theory

The Department of Mathematics,
Cusat will organise an International
Conference on Recent Trends in Graph
Theory and Combinactorics during
19 - 27 August 2010. Details on
registration and submission of papers
can be had from http://
icrtgc2010.cusat.ac.in. The Confer-
ence will cover all aspects of Graph
Theory and Combinatorics including
Algebraic Graph Theory, algorithmic
Graph Theory, applied combinato-
rics, Coding/ Design Theory, Graph
Colouring, Graph labelling, Graph
operators etc., said Dr. A.
Vijayakumar, Convenor .

the potential to address many prob-
lems encountered biology which were
too large to solve using standard
methods.

Mr. Kumar said that the scope for
this had not been fully recognised by
biologists. He said that natural com-
puting  was a niche area with several
applications capable of improving the

He was delivering  the inaugural
address at the international sympo-
sium on innovations in natural com-
puting organised by the Department
of Computer Applications of Cusat.
Dr. Ajay kumar observed that scien-
tists and researchers had found that
trying to create intelligence and un-
derstanding were rooted not in the
presence and manipulation of explicit
data structures but the ability of the
being to tune responses to the real
world.

“The human mind is the ultimate
computing device and despite all our
best efforts, the best of technology
has limited succes to develop a model
of mind” Mr. kumar said.

The bonding between evolution-
ary computing and bioinformatic had

quality of life of mankind.

Dr. V.P.N Nampoori (Dean, Fac-
ulty of Technology) Presided. Sri.
Baby Chakrapani , Syndicate Mem-
ber, Dr. Pramod.K.Vijayaraghavan,
Head,  Department of Computer
Application, Cusat and Ms. S. Malathi,
Faculty, Dept. of  Computer Applica-
tions spoke.

INC09 aims to promote research in
the areas of natural Computing which
brings together nature and comput-
ing to develop new computational
tools for problem solving and to
synthesis natural pattern and
behaviours in computers, said Dr.
K.V Pramod and Dr. B. Kannan,
Programme Co-ordinators.
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Kum.H.Sajna of Kendriya
Vidayalaya, Pattom (Thiruvanan
thapuram) raced ahead of the other
contenders when the results of the
Regioal Mathematical Olympiad
(RMO) conducted at Cusat were out.

Co-ordinated by the Department
of Mathematics at the Cochin Univer-
sity of Science and Technology,  the
event was organised by the National
Board for Higher Mathematics under
the Department of Atomic Energy,
Government of India.

Sajna Tops Regional Maths
Olympiad at Cusat

The Syndicate meeting held
on 23 January 2010 decided to
collaborate with University of
Bergan (Norway) in studying    the
Ocean biosphere with the aid of
remote sensing.  The MoU in this
regard also envisages the devel-
oping of algoritham for the analy-
sis of satellite data. Nansen En-
vironmental Research centre In-
dia and Nansen Environmental
and Remote Sensing Centre, Nor-
way will also collaborate with the
project.

Cusat Vice Chancellor
Dr.Ramachandran Thekkedath
presided over.  It was the first
Syndicate meeting of the Vice
Chancellor after he assumed
charge on 4th January 2010.  The
Syndicate further decided to sign
an agreement on academic coop-
eration between National Univer-
sity Corporation, Kochi Univer-
sity (Japan) and Cusat.  The
Syndicate also approves the mas-
ter plan for the functioning of the
Interuniversity Centre for IPR
studies in Cusat.

Melvin Babu, Ashok Pansili
Poothiyodu, Immanuel Antony
Chirayath (all from Nirmalamatha
Central School, Thrissur) and George
Jose (Bhavan’s, Thrissur) won the
other top ranks.

These students were awarded ‘Prof
C.S.Venkatraman memorial prizes’
and ‘KSCSTE cash awards’ on 16,
January,  2010, Dr. A.Vijayakumar,
Regional Coordinator of the Indian
National Mathematical Olympiad
(INMO), said.

Cusat -Bergan accord
on Remote Sensing

Warm reception  to
Vigyan Jyothi

at Cusat
The Vigyan Jyothi initiated to

spread the message of the 97th Indian
Science Congress held at
Thiruvananthapuram from 03 to 07
January  2010 was accorded a warm
reception at Cusat.

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro -Vice Chan-
cellor  received the Vigyan Jyothi on
31, December 2009 in front of the
administrative office of the University.
Dr.V.P.N.Nampoori, Dean, Faculty of
Technology and Member Syndicate
delivered a talk on Science for Green
Earth on the occasion.

The national seminar on the topic
“Inclusion of the Excluded: Agenda
and Strategies” organized by the
Center for the Study of Social Exclu-
sion and Inclusive Policy, Cusat was
held on 5, January 2010 . Dr. M.G.S.
Narayanan, Former Chairman, ICHR
inaugurated the seminar .

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor presided over. Dr. Gangan
Prathap, Former Vice Chancellor,
Cusat and Director, NISCAIR, Mr.
Binu P. Paul, CSSEIP, Cusat and Dr.
P.K. Sivanandan, Chairman, State
Commission for SC/ST also spoke.

Strategies for the Excluded:
National Seminar held

“The main objective of the seminar
was to find out the degree of inclusion
of the hitherto excluded regions /
groups and categories such as SCs,
STs, OBCs and other marginal com-
munities”, said Dr. D Rajasenan,
Hon. Director, Centre for the Study of
Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy.
“Efforts were also made to facilitate in
uncovering the nuances of contempo-
rary agenda of social inclusion and
how it has responded to the chal-
lenges of differentiation on the basis
of disability, gender, age, race, cast
and ethnicity, urban rural disparity
etc.”, he added.

Dr. M.G.S. Narayanan,  Former Chairman, ICHR is inaugurating the national seminar
on “Inclusion of the Excluded: Agenda and Strategies”. Also seen are Dr. K.C.
Sankaranarayanan, Dr. Gangan Prathap, Dr. Godfrey Louis, & Dr. P.K. Sivanandan
.
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The Department of Hindi, Cusat
celebrated the Kerala Piravi Day on
01, November 2009. Noted literary
critic Dr. M. V. Narayanan delivered
the keynote address. Dr. R.
Sasidharan, Director, IRAA welcomed
the gathering, Dr. N. Mohanan, Head
Department of Hindi presided and
Dr. M. Shanmukhan offered a vote of
thanks.

 Kerala Piravi Day
celebrated

Dr.A.Vijayakumar, Professor, Dept.
of Mathematics participated and gave
an invited talk in the India- Taiwan
Conference on Discrete Mathematics
organized by National Taiwan Uni-
versity, Taipei, Taiwan during 9-12,
November 2009.  He also visited
Providence University,  National Chiao
Tung University in Taiwan for deliv-
ering lectures and research collabora-
tions.

He has also participated in TIME-
2009, a conference organised by the
Department of Mathematics, IIT
Mumbai on Technology and Innova-

The Department of Statistics,
Cusat felicitated Dr.Sudheesh Kumar

Dr.Sudheesh Kumar
felicitated

Invited talk by
Dr.A. Vijayakumar

Campus NotesCampus NotesCampus NotesCampus NotesCampus Notes

Sri. T. Narendran of the School of
the Legal studies, Cusat has been
elected as the new Chairman of
Cochin University Union 2009-10
The other office bearers are;
 Vice-Chairman - Mr.Khasim.E (3rd

Semster, B.Tech, Dept. of Ship Tech-
nology), General Secretary - Mr.Shibin
Nahas(1st Semester MCA, Dept. of
Computer Applications), Secretary -
Mr.Vijay Viswanadh (B.Tech 5th

Sem.(ME), School  of Engg.), Execu-
tive Committee Members - Mr. Prasad
Aadish Ajayakumar (M.Sc 5th Sem,
CELOS), Mr.Shiyaz K.M (MBA, 1ST

Sem.SMS) and, Mr.Nithin K Mohan
(3rd Semester B.Tech, Dept. of Instru-
mentation).

Kattumannil, one of its Alumni, on
the occasion of his winning of  Jan
Tinbergan Young Scientist Award for
the best research paper instituted by
the International Statistical Institute,
Netherlands.

The award was presented at the
57th session of ISI held at Durban,
South Africa during 16-22, August
2009. Dr.Sudheesh has done his
M.Sc Statistics during the year 2000-
2002 and subsequently completed
his Ph.D in the year 2007 under the
supervision of Prof. N. Unnikrishnan
Nair.  Presently Dr.Sudheesh Kumar
is working as an Asst.Professor in
Central University, Hyderabad.  The
meeting was presided over by
Dr.N.Balakrishna, Head, Department
of Statistics and Dr.N. Unnikrishnan
Nair (former Vice Chancellor) spoke
on the occasion.

tion in Mathematics Education. He
gave a presentation on ‘Locating and
Nurturing Mathematical Talent.’

Student members to
Academic Council
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Mr. Binu. P. Paul, Full time
Research Scholar, Department of
Applied Economics and Jithin
T.P., V Semester, Electrical &
Electronics Engineering, School of
Engineering were elected to the
Academic Council of the Univer-
sity for a period of one year with
effect from 08-01-2010.

Sri. T. Narendran - new
University Union Chairman

Dr. C.S.Paulose, Head, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology has attended
the Indo-US bilateral conference
on translation neuroscience:
New trends in mental and
neurodegenerative disorders research
during 15 and 16, October  2009 at
University of Illinois at Chicago, USA
as an invited speaker.  After the Indo-
US bilateral meeting, he attended
and presented a paper at Society for
Neuroscience meeting  of U.S.A  2009,
one of the largest science conferences
from 17 to 21, October  at Chicago,
where there was a participation of
30250 members.

During his trip he also delivered a
talk at Rutgers University, New Jer-
sey, USA on “Neurotransmitters re-
ceptors functional regulation and
disease Management: A molecular
Study” on invitation.

Dr. C.S. Paulose attended
Indo-US Conference



Tejus January 2010 24

Dr. Godfrey Louis, Pro -Vice Chancellor, Cusat is presenting
the bouquet to Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath, the newly
appointed Vice Chancellor.

Sri. N.K. Vasudevan, Member, syndicate and
Dr. N. Chandramohanakumar, Registrar are receiving the new
Vice Chancellor of Cusat.

The new Vice Chancellor  is interacting with Dr. Mohammed Yusuff, Dr.
Godfrey Louis, Adv. K. Mohanachandran, Prof.V.P.N Nampoori, Sri N.
K. Vasudevan, Dr.I.S. Bright Singh (Syndicate Members), Dr. N.
Chandramohanakumar, Sri. Sebastian Ouseph and Dr. Philp Kurian.

Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is assuming Charge as the
12th Vice Chancellor of Cusat in the presence of Syndicate
members, University officers, Faculty members and Media
persons at the chamber of the Vice Chancellor.

Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is talking with University officers
and media persons after assuming charge as the Vice Chancellor.

A brief media interaction: Dr. Ramachandran Thekkedath is
discussing a point with media persons after assuming charge.

A warm reception was accorded to
Dr.Ramachandran Thekkedath, the
newly appointed Vice Chancellor on
his arrival at Cusat. Dr. Godfrey
Louis, Pro- Vice Chancellor, Cusat,
Adv. K. Mohanachandran, Sri. N .K.

Warm welcome to new Vice Chancellor
Vasudevan, Prof. V.P.N. Nampoori,
Prof. I.S. Bright Singh (Syndicate
members), Cusat, Dr.N. Chandra-
mohanakumar, Registrar, Cusat,  Sri.
Sebastian Ouseph, Finance Officer,
Cusat, Dr. Philip Kurian,

Controller of Examinations, Cusat
and Prof. Mohammed Yusuff,  Dean,
Faculty of Science , Cusat were
present at the time of reception,
besides other University Officers and
media persons. .


